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Introduction

ePS Metrix is an industry-leading job planning engine that transforms big data into actionable data in the most
proven end-to-end integrated solution with a holistic view into manufacturing. With over 1,200 Metrix users in 25
countries and 18 years of continuous, aggressive development, Metrix is recognized as the de facto industry
standard for dynamic, intelligent production planning, and automated imposition. Metrix 22.2 introduces new
features and enhancements and addresses issues found in previous releases.

Contact Information

ePS Support
Web Site: | https://communities.efi.com
US Phone: | 1.855.334.4HLP (1.855.334.4457)
UK Phone: @ +44 (0) 800.783.2737
EU Phone: = +49.2102.745.4500
E-Mail: | metrix.support@efi.com

Metrix Support hours are 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Eastern Standard Time (Eastern Daylight Time during summer),
Monday — Friday. You may contact support at the above numbers or via our customer portal at
communities.efi.com.

Regular European Service Desk hours are 9:00 am to 5:15 pm Greenwich Mean Time (British Summer Time
during summer), Monday — Friday.

Note For problems involving infrastructure (i.e., computers, networks, operating systems, backup software,
printers, third-party software, etc.), contact the appropriate vendor. ePS cannot support these types of
issues.


https://communities.efi.com/
mailto:metrix.support@efi.com
https://communities.efi.com/
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What’s New in Metrix 22.2
About This Guide

This guide introduces you to the new features and enhancements added to Metrix since the release of version
21.2. For more information, see the ePS Metrix 22.2 User Guide.

Requirements
Metrix 22.2

Additional Sources
ePS Metrix 22.2 User Guide

ePS Metrix Tech Note: Metrix 22.2 MXML Changes

New Features

Stock Information in CSV reports
Layout stock information is now included in exported CSV reports, including stock name, weight, grain direction,
sheet width and height, and number of sheets used.

Maximum Products per Layout

There is a new setting, Maximum Products per Layout, in the Auto Plan dialog that allows you to specify the
maximum number of unique products to be planned on each layout when using the Same Size algorithm. The
MXML command is SameSizeLimit=n. Zero (0) is the default setting and sets no limit.

L ® Auto Plan
Stock: House Stock - 80# Text 115gsm B
Components:  All (1) 8
Algorithm:  Same Size(1) 2]

~ Production 1

Press:  Speedmaster 102 8
Cutting Machine:  nefayit) Cutter [2]
Printing Method:  Sheetwise 1]
Sheet: 40 x 28", Horizontal [28 x 40", Long] 8
Page to Bleed Gap 0° Auto

* Production 2 (None)
= Settings

Apply Standards:

Use Die-cutting Tool Geometry

Maximum Products per Layout 0

Area to Start Tests (%x 80
Each Time Out (secondsy 1
Total Time Out (minutesy 1

*» Overrides [Blocks, Ctr-Horz]

concel (D



https://tinyurl.com/yhtzt3ya
https://tinyurl.com/yhtzt3ya
https://tinyurl.com/mwdbwf3w
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Allowed Overs as a Percentage Threshold

You can now specify Allowed Overs as a percentage of the Required Quantity by adding a percent symbol (%)
after the number entered in the Allowed Overs product property field.

Properties
A -500 x 2pp, 4.125 x 5.75" &

Property Value
ID

Type

Name

Description

Notes

Due Date

Customer Req. Date

Production Date

Content File

Content Positioning Rule Match PDF Page Trimbox Si...
Cutting Comp lexity 1 (100% Speed)

Customer (None)

Active True

Tagged False

ﬁllowed Overs 10% |

Runs Alone False

Display Color [JR=255 G=255 B=0
Finished Width 4.125°

Finished Height 5.75"

Grain Either

Stock House Stock - 80# Text 11...

Bleed Top (From Page 1) 0.125"
Bleed Left (From Page 1) 0.125"
Bleed Bottom (From Pag... 0.125"
Bleed Right (From Page 1) 0.125"

Allow Nesting False

Folio Pattern Front, Back
Finishing Group (None)
Priority 5

Product Group (None)

Requested Out

T N

New User Preferences

There are two new options in User Preferences > Auto Layout.

e How to Handle Excess Allowed Overs: This setting determines how Metrix handles situations where
more overs will be produced than the total specified for the Required Quantity plus Allowed Overs.
This preference can be set to Error, Warning, or Ignore. When set to Error or Warning, a status
message appears that says: "Rule: Produce requested quantity plus Allowed Overs."

e Use Legacy Blocks Algorithm: The Blocks algorithm has been updated to create more efficient
layouts when planning projects on variable-length roll-fed presses. The default setting is False. When
set to True, Metrix uses the earlier version of the Blocks algorithm, which sometimes creates layouts
where the component instances do not fill the sheet horizontally, resulting in wasted substrate material.
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Gap Between Placement Groups
Product Group Placement

AutoPlan Sort Order

Auto Expand/Contract Face and Non-jog Trim to Fit Sheet
Allow a Component to be on Multiple Layouts

How to Handle Die-cut Layouts Without a Standard

o
Sheet Usage

Highest Cost First
() True (@ False

() True (@ False

lgnore

@ Preferences x
al X Reset Panel To Defaults
Buto Layout
Ta outs 2

Automation rget Lay
Content Handling Time Out (seconds) 45
General
Import Project Enable Blocks Algorithm @) True () False

Hot Folder )
Layout View/Display Placement Origin Left

Bounf.l Style Work And Turn Placement Origin Center v

Ganging Style
Marks Auto Center Horizontally (O True (@ False
Notifications
Project Auto Center Vertically False -
Project Reports

)

Shingling Auto Align Outside Cuts () True (@ False

Use Legacy Blocks Algorithm

How to Handle Excess Allowed Overs

Warning

O True @ False

IR N EE R IR I I I I B B I I I I ]

OK Cancel

Select All Option for Products

You can now right-click on the parent Products node and choose Select All. This option selects all products in

the project so you can edit some of the settings simultaneously.

Layout Sort Orders

There are two new options in the Auto Plan dialog for specifying the Layout Sort Order.

e Minimize Ink Changes: When this is selected, the Auto Plan results are sorted so that there will be the
fewest number of ink changes required.

e Sheet Quantity: When this is selected, the layouts are sorted by the number of sheets required, from
highest to lowest.

You can now have a different sort order for layouts on a per-project basis. In Project Explorer, right-click on the

parent Layouts node and select Sort Layouts. A contextual menu appears:

Project Explorer

File Edit Project Layout Marks View Settings
@ New [ Open Save

Help
Standards Manager gy

4
»

Import Project g Import Pr

k]

4 Products
=

Layout
Sl Layout
Layout
Layout
3 Layout
Layout
Layout

L

T T ] - T - ] - ]
]~ o] ]~ o] ]~ o] e - o] e - o] ]

]
S

<

Layout 8 ($1,342.15): Speedmaster 107
Layout 9 ($1,342.15): Speedmaster 103
Layout 10 (§1,342.15): Speedmaster 1(
Layout 11 ($1,342.15): Speedmaster 1(

=580 Project: Test (Test1)

E_S] Add New Layout.. (2.406),

12

(2.406), 12

Expand All Layouts (2.406), 12,
12
12

= Collapse All Layouts

Sort Layouts >

Properties

Layouts

BB R R R

Sheet Area Use

Project Component Order

Bundle Order
Highest Cost First
Finishing Group
Minimize Ink Changes

Sheet Quantity

= Compo
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Auto Plan Option for Advanced Calculations for Irregular Shapes

There is a new setting, Advanced Calculations for Irregular Shapes, in the Auto Plan dialog. Selecting this
allows Metrix to try additional options to create more efficient layouts for some irregular shape products and die-
cut products that do not use a die-cutting tool. Using this setting requires additional time and does not guarantee
better results. While this option can be used with rectangular products, there is no benefit to doing so.
Improvements are most often seen with larger die-cut and irregular shape products.

When this option is selected, a message appears at the bottom of the Auto Plan dialog that says: “The Advanced
Calculations option requires additional time.”

Cumulative Number of Sheets and Material Costs

The Auto Plan Selector dialog now displays the stock costs and number of sheets required for each layout.

@ ® Auto Plan Selector

Select the preferred production plan - an Auto Layout may improve results further
Layouts may not be in the currently selected Layout Sort Order

:
[Elapsed Ti...| Cost~  Stock Cost Speedmas...| Layouts Sheets | » 24 Layouts (§1,368.58) |
sx.ass 58 Sl Layout 1 ($1,368.58): Speedmaster 102 (2.423), 46, Sheetwise, Hofl

Layout: 1

Printing Method: Sheetwise

Press: Speedmaster 102

Sheet Dimensions: 40 x 28", Horizontal [28 x 407, Long]
Sheets: 46

Required Cuts: 153

Sheet Area Use: 89.802%

Cost: §1,368.58

Finishing Group:

Bundles:

cnce (D

Contour Perimeter Length

A new Product property, Contour Perimeter Length, displays the total length of the cutting line for die-cut and
irregular shape products.
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Properties
A - 1,000 x 2pp

Property

D

Type

Name

Description

Notes

Due Date

Customer Req. Date
Production Date
Content File

Content Positioning Rule
Cutting Line Color
Tool

Value

Match PDF Page Trimbox Si...
DieLine

[ Contour Perimeter Length

Cutting Complexity
Customer

Active

Required Quantity
Allowed Overs
Runs Alone
Display Color
Finished Width
Finished Height
Grain

Stock

Bleed All Edges
Allow Nesting
Folio Pattern

1 (100% Speed)
(None)

True

1,000

0

False

[JR=255 G=255 B=0
6.064534505"
6.076381683"

Either

House Stock - 100# Cover ...
0.125"

True

Front, Back

Auto Plan Each Time Out (seconds)

You can now define the Each Time Out (seconds) setting in the Auto Plan dialog in tenths of seconds. To
enable this feature:

1. With Metrix not running, use a text editor to open the file “Metrix 2022.2.Properties” located in the Users

directory.

2. Add the following line and then save the file before starting Metrix:
autoPlan.

Press Definition Settings to Always Center Layouts

tenths=true

There are three new press definition settings: Auto Center Horizontally, Auto Center Vertically on Sheet, and
Auto Center Vertically in Imageable Area. When Auto Center Horizontally is selected, all layouts are
centered horizontally on the sheet; Auto Center Vertically allows you to select whether you want to center on
the sheet or within the imageable area. You can override these settings in the Auto Plan dialog.
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@ @ New Variation Press
Edit the new press's properties as required
Property Value
Plate Dimension Across Cylinder 41"
Plate Thickness 0.0127
Perfects True
Ink Units Defined False
Ink Units
Max Front Ink Units
Max Back Ink Units
Coater Sides
Maximum Stock Thickness 0.125°
Minimum Stock Thickness 0.001"
Maximum Stock Thickness Perfecting 0.125°
Minimum Stock Thickness Perfecting 0.001"
Vertical Sheet Set Back 1"
Horizontal Sheet Offset Anchor Center
Horizontal Sheet Offset 0"
Horizontal Sheet Offset Mirror Side 2 False
Horizontal Device Compensation 0"
Horizontal Device Compensation Mirror Side 2 False
Hourly Rate $350.00
Average Running Speed 4,000
Make Ready Hours Per Color 0.3
Cost Per Plate $60.00
Minimum Drying Time For Work And Turn 0.67
Flip Components When Perfecting False
Double Sided No Gripper Change False
UV Support False
UV Press Requires UV Inks False
UV Press Requires UV Coatings False
Cutting Machine (Default Guilldtine)
Cutoffs /Repeat
Press Guide Allowance (None)
Auto Center Horizontally True
Auto Center Vertically in Imageable Area True
Auto Center Vertically on Sheet False
el (D

No Limitation on Bleeds

There is now no limit on the amount of bleed you can specify for a product. Previously, the valid bleed amount
was restricted to -6" to 2” (-152.4mm to 50.8mm).

Adding Marks Sets in Memory-only Mode

Metrix 22.2 adds support for Marks Sets when working with MXML in memory-only mode. You can find an
example of this in the “Sample Embedded Commands Job.mxml” file located in the Metrix Commands > Inches
folder.

Shingling Overrides in Export Dialog

It is now possible to override the Shingling settings when exporting Imposed PDF, JDF Imposition, and MXML
files. There is a Shingling Overrides button in the Export dialog. Clicking this button opens the Shingling
Parameters dialog, where you can change the Shingling settings for the project.
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o

Export Profile: | (Custom) Save Settings as Profile...

)] Imposed PDF
gital Cutting File Select the destination and settings for the imposed PDF file
[ Barcoded Imposed PDF
= ?:::;;’:JLDF Filename Format: <PROJECT.ID>
[]JOF Imposition Destina W Shingling Parameters x Browse..
] CIP3 Cutting 1 E
] JDF Cutting Set the product's shingling parameters
[ cip3 Folding e .196850394", Sheetwise
[] JDF Folding
[]JOF Binding Property Value .196850394", Sheetwise
[] Layout Images = Auto
[ Report to Printer J"e : "
] Report to PDF etho love . )
Report to CSV Inner % 100 % £.196850394", Sheetwise
[J Zip File Inner Value 0.074015748"
Outer Value 0"
Shingle Trim Marks False Selected Sides: 6 of 6
Export ~
Impose| -
PPDF Sh¢
o o ] Lot ||
Titn mars. X

JEﬂnnﬂ Fold Marks (; the page trim bounding rectangle)
ﬂlmmll Feld Marks (inside page trim bounding rectangle)

'+ |Proofing Lines

Export Negative Bleeds: [False ~

Shingling Clear

0K Cancel
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