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Introit    Oculi omnium   Wood

 Oculi omnium in te spirant Domine:
 Et tu das escam illoprum in tempore opportuno.
 Gloria tibi, Domine. Amen.

 The eyes of all hope in you, Lord:
 And you give them food at the right time.
 Glory to you, Lord. Amen

 Bishop Heber; Psalm 104

Welcome

Preces 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray 
with one heart and mind. 

 Silence is kept.
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As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your 
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for 
ever.

All   Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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Psalmody   Psalm 31. 1-8

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
 let me never be put to shame; 
 deliver me in your righteousness.

2 Incline your ear to me;  
 make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me,
 for you are my rock and my stronghold;
 guide me, and lead me for your name’s sake.

4 Take me out of the net
 that they have laid secretly for me,
 for you are my strength.

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit,
 for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.

6 I hate those who cling to worthless idols;  
 I put my trust in the Lord.

7 I will be glad and rejoice in your mercy, 
 for you have seen my affliction
 and known my soul in adversity.

8 You have not shut me up in the hand of the enemy;
 you have set my feet in an open place. 

Old Testament Reading   Wisdom 8.21-9.end

 But I perceived that I would not possess wisdom unless God gave 
 her to me - and it was a mark of insight to know whose gift she was 
 - so I appealed to the Lord and implored him, and with my whole  
 heart I said: ‘O God of my ancestors and Lord of mercy, who have 
 made all things by your word, and by your wisdom have formed 
 humankind to have dominion over the creatures you have made, and 
 rule the world in holiness and righteousness, and pronounce 
 judgement in uprightness of soul, give me the wisdom that sits by 
 your throne, and do not reject me from among your servants. For I 
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 am your servant, the son of your servant-girl, a man who is weak and 
 short-lived, with little understanding of judgement and laws; for even 
 one who is perfect among human beings will be regarded as nothing 
 without the wisdom that comes from you. You have chosen me to be 
 king of your people and to be judge over your sons and daughters. 
 You have given command to build a temple on your holy mountain, 
 and an altar in the city of your habitation, a copy of the holy tent that 
 you prepared from the beginning. With you is wisdom, she who knows
 your works and was present when you made the world; she understands 
 what is pleasing in your sight and what is right according to your 
 commandments. Send her forth from the holy heavens, and from the 
 throne of your glory send her, that she may labour at my side, and that 
 I may learn what is pleasing to you. For she knows and understands 
 all things, and she will guide me wisely in my actions and guard me 
 with her glory. Then my works will be acceptable, and I shall judge 
 your people justly, and shall be worthy of the throne of my father. For 
 who can learn the counsel of God? Or who can discern what the Lord  
 wills? For the reasoning of mortals is worthless, and our designs are 
 likely to fail; for a perishable body weighs down the soul, and this 
 earthy tent burdens the thoughtful mind. We can hardly guess at what 
 is on earth, and what is at hand we find with labour; but who has 
 traced out what is in the heavens? Who has learned your counsel, 
 unless you have given wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? 
 And thus the paths of those on earth were set right, and people were 
 taught what pleases you, and were saved by wisdom.’

Canticle     A Song of Christ the Servant

1 Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,
 that you should follow in his steps.

2 He committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips,
 when he was reviled, he did not revile in turn.

3 When he suffered, he did not threaten,
 but he trusted himself to God who judges justly.

4 Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,
 that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.

continued...
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5 By his wounds, you have been healed,
 for you were straying like sheep,
 but have now returned
 to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

New Testament Reading   Mark 12. 13-17

Then they sent to Jesus some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap 
him in what he said. And they came and said to him, ‘Teacher, we 
know that you are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do 
not regard people with partiality, but teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? 
Should we pay them, or should we not?’ But knowing their hypocrisy, 
he said to them, ‘Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a 
denarius and let me see it.’ And they brought one. Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The 
emperor’s.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Give to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ And they 
were utterly amazed at him.

Gospel Canticle   Benedictus   Harper

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
 who has come to his people and set them free.

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  
 born of the house of his servant David.

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old
 to save us from our enemies,
 from the hands of all that hate us,

4 To show mercy to our ancestors,  
 and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 Free to worship him without fear,
 holy and righteous in his sight
 all the days of our life.         continued...
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7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation
 by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 In the tender compassion of our God
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luke 1.68–79
 Glory to the Father and to the Son
 and to the Holy Spirit;
 as it was in the beginning is now
 and shall be for ever. Amen.

Prayers
The response to the prayers is:

 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.

Lord's Prayer   Plainsong

 Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.
 Amen.

6



Notices

Blessing

Anthem   Locus iste   Bruckner

 Locus iste a Deo factus est,
 Inaestimabile sacramentum,
 irreprehensibilis est.

 This place was made by God,
 a priceless sacrament;
 it is without reproach.

© The Archbishops’ Council 2000. Hymns using CCL 284612 and Calamus 1744. Music using MRL 811779.

St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London WC2N 4JJ  
Telephone: 020 7766 1100      www.smitf.org      email: clergy.office@smitf.org

If you have enjoyed this service and would like to help us continue 
with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards  

the worshiping life of the church. 

You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 
  (texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving: 

Thank you.
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