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“a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,”  

Ecclesiastes 3:2 
 

Dear Peninsula Baptist Association, 

 

I am writing to inform you all that after a lot of prayer and discernment I have come to the decision to resign 

from the Peninsula Baptist Association effective February 7th, 2020.  I am appreciative of the seven years 

that I have had the opportunity to serve the churches in our network.  I have learned so much in my time with 

the association, have had the amazing opportunity to meet and work with so many wonderful people.  I have 

been blessed by being a part of the kingdom ministry that has occured. Thank you for putting your trust in me 

as I put my faith in God.   

 

I am thankful for the opportunity to continue to walk in obedience and faith into what God’s calling is on my 

life.  I will continue to pray for the association.  I am looking forward to how God continues to use His 

church for the kingdom.   

 

Much love and gratitude, 

Melanie Lassiter  

 

 



 
 

GEORGE AND MARGARET TRUEBLOOD RETIRE 

After taking care of PBA’s landscape since 1978, George and Margaret are retiring. For 42 years this couple 

has kept our grass cut, trees and bushes trimmed, mulched, and raked our property. They approached us this 

week to let us know they were retiring. We will miss them greatly! Their easy-going nature and professional 

work have been much appreciated. We will begin the process of finding a new landscape service as we        

approach spring.  If you know of anyone interested in taking over this position, please contact us at  

pba@peninsulabaptist.org  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

We are beginning to make plans for our “Vision Night” on Sunday, April 26th at Temple Baptist Church in 

Newport News. At this time, we are planning to continue the format of recent years of having a time of wor-

ship followed by a Mission Fair. Please consider having a display table of a mission project or ministry your 

church has engaged in during the past year. Let us know if you would like to reserve a table for this. Please 

“stay tuned” for more information. 

 

CHURCH TRANSITIONS TEAM FORMING 

Note: This is a copy of an article we put in the newsletter a couple of months ago.  

We are forming a team to work with churches considering closing. This is a very difficult conversation for any 

church to be in. And, there are many decisions to be made. Some of these decisions have legal implications, 

and there are resources to help churches walk through this process. Our goal will be to help churches consider 

options that will positively impact God’s Kingdom.  

 

If you think you may be interested in serving on this team, please contact Chuck. We hope to have this team 

functioning early in 2020. We have also begun setting aside funds to help churches in the process. 

 

DOWNTOWN HAMPTON CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER  
The Downtown Hampton Child Development Center has requested the PBA’s partnership in helping to get 
some needed items for the children. For those who are not familiar with their Mission…”to nurture young  
children by providing affordable, quality preschool programs that develop the ‘the whole child’ and foster 
school readiness. The following are the items that are their wish list: Baby Wipes, Tissues, Age 0-5 Books,  
Art Supplies, Printer Paper, CD Boom Boxes, Bleach and Dishwashing Liquid. 
 
We certainly consider this a worthwhile partnership that benefits our families and neighborhoods in      
Hampton. Our young children need this outstanding opportunity to develop to become part of a Flourishing 
Community and the Churches that are in those Communities.  
 
They items maybe dropped off at the PBA Office or call the office for further instructions to drop off directly 
at the Center. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY OF SERVICE PROGRAMS 

We partnered with Hampton Roads Made To Flourish City Network and the Coalition of Concerned Clergy to 
sponsor two very successful Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Programs. They were held simultaneously 
in Hampton and Newport News. Parents, students, community members, church members and a school 
board member  attended each program. Their were visitors that came from Richmond and the Northern    
Virginia Areas with donated supplies. Students from the designated Title I Schools, in each City, wrote essays 
on  “The Value of Work in Attending School and in The Communities” The essays chosen were presented by 
the designated students. 
 
The Program in Hampton was hosted by Pastor Tom Andrews and the congregation of HarborPointe       
Community Church. Pastor Gail Roberts-House, Open Door Full Gospel Baptist Church, coordinated all of  
the activities in Hampton by bringing on board Phoebus area Churches and Businesses that collected school 
supplies and donated funds to purchase supplies. 
  
The Program in Newport News was hosted by Pastor Tremayne Johnson and the congregation of Zion     
Baptist Church in Southeast Newport News. Parents, students, community members, teachers, principals 
and a school board member attended the program.  
 
It is our desire to repeat this program again in 2021. Thank you to all who supported this program that         

benefitted the communities, the teachers and students of the designated schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

NEWSOME PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
We did not reach our school for school supplies at the Newsome Park Elementary School for the Martin      
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. In fact, it was so dismissal it is not worth mentioning. These supplies are     
needed by the teachers to insure that this Title I School and it’s students have the opportunity to  flourish.  
Please consider either purchasing the following items or making a donation. Items: Tissues, Hand Sanitizer, 
Lysol Wipes, Headphones (not ear buds), Primary Composition Books, Erasers, Pencils, Dry Erase Markers, 
Plastic Page Sleeve, Card Stock, Clipboards, Post-It Easel Pads (Blank White), Therapy Putty, Manila Folders, 
Orange Chalk, Hanging File Folders, Composition Notebooks, Flat Marbles, Dry Erase Boards, 9x12 Mini White 
Boards For Students. For Students with Disabilities: 4 Foam Floor Tiles for Sensory Room,  Osmo  Explorer 
Starter Kit with Ipad Case with EDU Plastic Tiles,  Uno Cards, Glue Sticks, Velcro- Black 16 packs, Magnet 
Strips – 16packs, 4 crayons – 200 box of assorted jumbo crayons, Tissue 24 boxes, playdoh – 24 packs,        
Kinetic Sand – 16 boxes. Clinic: Boys and Girls Uniforms (sizes: Small – X Large), Girls and Boys  Underwear, 
Socks, A washer and Dryer. 
 
 

MARKETPLACE TALKS 

"MarketPlace Talks"...The Rise of Youth Suicide. This was the first in the series of nine talks, to be held 

across the city, dealing with hot button issues that affect our Churches and Communities. It was held in the 

conference area of Sentara CarePlex. Upcoming talks will be held at various locations around the City – 

Churches, Community Centers and other venues. Peninsula Baptist Association and the Hampton Roads   

Made To Flourish City Network partnered with the City of Hampton's Unity Commission and the Office of 

Youth and Young Adult Opportunities. A nugget from a fishbowl conversation..."we need to have these      

resources available in the churches...there are rest stops on the highway with more information than the church 

on mental health issues".  It is our intent to work with the Churches to assist in getting needed resources to  

address the issues discussed at the MarketPlace Talks.  To register for upcoming talks:                               

https://hampton.gov/3696/Marketplace-Talks 
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Collaboration And Branding Workshops 
We recently partnered with the Hampton Office of Youth and Young Adult Opportunities to present workshops 

on Collaboration and Branding for Churches and Non-Profits. The workshop was so well received that they will 

be repeated again in the spring and fall. We were fortunate to have Racheal Peart (13 NewsNow Weather 

Team), Nikki Curry (Nikki Curry Media), Blair Durham (Host of Black Wall Street Today on WHOV 88.1 – 

Hampton University) and Charles Cheek (Peninsula Baptist Association). The Workshops were attended by 

churches and non-profits from across the Hampton Roads area and were held at the Y.H. Thomas Community 

Center in Hampton. 

 

Information will be forthcoming in the near future to sign up for upcoming workshops. 

   

 

 

 

 
 

ROVING REPORTER – CHURCH SPOTLIGHT 

Visited Buckroe Baptist Church to see and find out the latest news. Buckroe is being intentional in reaching out 

to the community in a variety of ways. On the day of the visit they were having their monthly food distribution 

to the community. Also, learned that they are becoming intentional grandparents in the Community…hmmm, 

interesting concept…more to share in the future. They also hosted a workshop on wills, medical and financial 

power of attorney. A local Buckroe restaurant is reaching out to partner with the Church to host, on Mondays a 

Senior Social Group that residents will gather at the restaurant over a free meal and talk, play games, crochet 

and get to know one another….more about that in the future too. 

The Roving Reporter will soon visit your church 

 
 
 
  



 

 
CHURCHES WITHOUT PASTORS 

 
This is to keep you informed of changes going on within our network of churches.  Please let 
us know if you have any changes. pba@peninsulabaptist.org 
  

Grace Baptist         Hampton Baptist      

Memorial Baptist                      Orcutt Baptist 

Peninsula Chinese Baptist    West Hampton Baptist      

GRASSROOTS SEMINARY 
Spring 2020 

 
Course: Church History: The Story of God’s People (Pt 1) 
This five week course will focus on the story of God’s people from the time of the early church all the way up 
to the Reformation. The major figures and theological issues during this period of time will be explored. 
Monday nights, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
Feb. 24, March 2, March 9, March 16, March 23 
James River Baptist Church 
4931 Centerville Rd 
Williamsburg, VA 23188 
Tuition: $75 
Instructor: Dr. Bruce Powers 
 
Course: Church History: The Story of God’s People (Pt 2) 
The five week journey will begin with the Reformation and follow the story of major figures and theological 
issues up to the present time. 
Monday nights, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
April 20, April 27, May 4, May 11, May 18 
Tuition: $75 
Instructor: Dr. Bruce Powers 
 

Registration: Simply contact Brian Williams, Director of Grassroots Seminary to indicate your participation in 
this class.   brian.williams@bgav.org / (757) 254 – 6538 
 

 
 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
  
Orcutt Baptist Church, Newport News 
$10-$13 an hour 
  

The Administrative Assistant is responsible for running the church office, handling administrative       
tasks and functions, and supporting the church staff. Must have working knowledge of Microsoft Suite, 
including maintaining websites and the ability to operate computer programs. 

  
Please email resumes to: adminassist@obcnn.org. NO PHONE CALLS. 
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