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Representative Emanuel Cleaver
5th District of Missouri

Ranking Member

House Financial Services Subcommittee on 
Housing and Insurance

U.S. House of Representatives
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Chief Executive Officer

Catholic Charities of Acadiana
kim@catholiccharitiesacadiana.org
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Presented by Jesse Rabinowitz

Housing First and Faith-
Based Organizations



Miriam's Kitchen: Ending 
Chronic Homelessness in DC



Engaging faith leaders in advocacy 



Deuteronomy 15:8-10

If, however, there is a needy person among you, 

do not harden your heart and shut your hand 

against the needy. Rather, you must open your hand and 

lend him sufficient for whatever they need...Give 

to them readily and have no regrets when you do so, for 

in return the God will bless you in all your efforts and in 

all your undertakings.

A Jewish case for Housing First



Siman 250

How much do we give to a poor person – whatever the poor person is lacking. How so? If the 

poor person is hungry, then we feed him. If he lacks proper clothing, then we clothe him. If he 

lacks household utensils then we purchase them for him. And even if he was formerly wealthy 

and was accustomed to ride on a horse with a slave running before him, and then his fortune 

changed and he became impoverished, we should (if possible) obtain for him a horse and a 

servant. 

Similarly, in each individual situation we must try to provide the person with what he specifically 

needs. One who is accustomed to eating bread receives bread. If one is used to baking his own 

dough, we supply him with dough. If one is used to sleeping in a bed, we supply him with a bed. 

If one is accustomed to eating warm bread from the oven, we supply him with such bread. One 

who is accustomed to cold bread receives cold bread. If one needs to be spoon fed, so he is spoon

fed. If a poor person is single, and he wishes to marry, we must help marry him off. But first we 

help him rent a home with proper bedroom furniture, and necessary utensils, and then we marry 

him off.



Stay in touch!
Jesse.Rabinowitz@miriamskitchen.org or 
@jesserbnwtz
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Bonnie Harper
HUD Grant Housing Specialist
Partners Health Management

bharper@partnersbhm.org
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Hickory 
Church of  

the 
Nazarene

▪Re-entry in three prisons

1. One Day with God

▪Transportation

1. Picks up PSH clients for church and those staying in Oxford houses

2. Takes PSH clients and those residing in Oxford house to appointments

3. Takes those to detox who need to go

▪Church owns and sponsors transitional house for women getting out of  recovery.

▪Sponsors recovery center events that PSH clients volunteer at.

1. Bethel Colony of  Mercy

2. Football team

▪Offers counsel to those struggling with addiction and mental illness

1. Certified recovery coaches

2. Peer support specialist

3. Bachelor's degree PSY.



Heart and Soul Life Coaching, LLC
Tina Nicole Moore

Phone: (828) 302-7079

Email: Nicole.moore@heartandsoullifellc.com

Web: https://heartandsoullifellc.com

mailto:Nicole.moore@heartandsoullifellc.com


Discussion and Q&A
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Take Action

Steve Berg
Chief Policy Officer

National Alliance to End Homelessness
sberg@naeh.org

mailto:sberg@naeh.org


Take Action

• Sign on to NAEH’s statement of values opposing the criminalization of 
homelessness.

• NAEH Take Action: Tell your members of Congress to increase 
homelessness funding in FY 2024!

• Use NLIHC’s advocacy toolkit, “Oppose Dramatic Cuts to Federal 
Investments in Affordable Housing,” for talking points, sample social 
media messages, and ideas about other ways to get involved!

• Sign your organization on to the Campaign for Housing and 
Community Development Funding’s (CHCDF) annual budget letter.

https://naehadvocates.wufoo.com/forms/q1fendtu0e636ht/
https://endhomelessness.org/actions/tell-your-representative-increase-homelessness-funding-in-fiscal-year-2024/
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Oppose-Dramatic-Cuts-to-Federal-Investments-in-Affordable-Housing-Toolkit.pdf
https://p2a.co/2xztqvh
https://p2a.co/2xztqvh


Closing Remarks

Dr. Bambie Hayes-Brown
President and CEO

Georgia Advancing Communities Together
bhayesbrown@georgiaact.org

mailto:bhayesbrown@georgiaact.org


Next Webinar

Next Webinar: Monday, June 12, from 2:30-4:00 pm ET

Register at: https://bit.ly/3XJFKoe

Did you miss previous webinars? Check out recaps at: 
https://bit.ly/3ZQk2j2

Learn more about Housing First: https://bit.ly/3vHf8YR

https://bit.ly/3XJFKoe
https://bit.ly/3ZQk2j2
https://bit.ly/3vHf8YR
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