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SPECIAL ISSUE

An Interview with Geoffrey Kabat, Epidemiologist at the
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Author of “Hyping
Health Risks--Environmental Hazards in Daily Life and the

Science of Epidemiology.”

[Ed. This month the Epidemiology Monitor
conducted an interview with Geoffrey Kabat,
an epidemiologist at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine who has written a
thoughtful book Hyping Health Risks----
Environmental Hazards in Daily Life and the
Science of Epidemiology." It has been our
view that the issues first raised by Gary
Taubes in his 1995 paper about the limits of
epidemiology deserved serious
consideration. Since that time, it does not
appear that there have been any discipline-
wide efforts or initiatives to address the
challenges posed in that original paper. Now
Geoffrey Kabat has revisited the same
problems more than a decade later, and he
has been very detailed in his analysis of four
case studies, which he believes, give
evidence for the hyping of health risks. By
interviewing Kabat, it was our goal to get
greater clarity not only for his criticisms of
epidemiology and society more broadly, but
to understand in greater depth what
practical suggestions there might be for
improving the situation he deplores. There is
interest in the epidemiology community at
the moment in better understanding how we
can do a better job of translating good data
into effective policy. Thus, interest in the
field seems more focused on learning how to
hype neglected health risks than it does in

downplaying exaggerated health risks. It
seems to us that both the exaggerated as
well as the neglected health risks are
important and that perhaps a
conversation with those who are
knowledgeable about each might serve to
throw additional light on the best way
forward. Both false positives and false
negatives should be of concern, and
epidemiologists skilled at arriving at true
positives and true negatives and
communicating about each may have
much to learn from each other. We hope
our interview stimulates further
discussion and greater consideration of
the issues.]

EpiMonitor: Can you say more about
your personal and professional
motivations for writing this book? Clearly,
hazards are being manufactured all
around us. You are presumably like all
other epidemiologists in sharing a set of
scientific values and standards, but others
have not written such books.

Kabat: In the early 1990s I noticed that
certain issues in epidemiology seemed to
be distorted or exaggerated and that the
public was being given the wrong idea.

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 2
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- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 1

So, I tuned in to a number of these issues,
some of which I was doing primary
research on. Ibegan to view these topics
that got a lot of attention and stirred up a
lot of concern from a dual perspective -
that of a practicing epidemiologist and that
of an outside observer - almost as if I were
an anthropologist. I would contend that
one can’t really understand what is going
on with the hyping of health risks without
considering the social context in which
messages about health get disseminated.
In addition, as a scientist, I tried to assess
what the evidence actually indicated and
where certain agency reports or partisan
interpretations seemed to be overstating
the evidence. I guess there were two
emotions that motivated me to pursue
what was a pretty demanding task -
evaluating the evidence on my four topics
and trying to sort out how it got refracted
by different parties. One was fascination
with some of the flagrant contradictions
and incongruities; the other was frustration
at some of the one-sided and unsupported
claims. But above all, I felt that this was a
very rich topic that had received little
sustained attention.

EpiMonitor: How does your position differ
from that of Gary Taubes, who made some
of the same points in his article
“Epidemiology faces its limits” in Science
magazine in 1995?

Kabat: First of all, I think Taubes did
epidemiology a service in pointing out the
problem of conflicting studies and
recommendations. My main disagreement
with Taubes is that he ascribes the
inconsistency of results of epidemiologic
studies on a given topic to epidemiologic
methods, and above all to the fact that we
rely largely on observational, rather than
experimental, studies. Clearly,

observational studies have their limitations.

But Taubes understates the substantial
consistency of epidemiologic findings on
many questions which are quite solid, such

as on alcohol consumption and upper
alimentary tract cancers, on estrogen
therapy and endometrial cancer, and
reproductive factors and breast cancer risk,
to name just a few. It has been instructive
that when certain differences between the
Women's Health Initiative clinical trial of
hormone therapy and the observational
study were taken into account (namely,
time from menopause to first use of
hormone therapy) the results showed a
reasonable degree of consistency. I know
there are counter-examples where
observational studies were contradicted by
the results of clinical trials, as in the case of
beta-carotene supplementation and lung
cancer. But my point would be that over-
interpretation of findings and a failure to
be sufficiently critical has been as
important as methodological limitations.
Sander Greenland described this as the “sin
of believing” that your hypothesis is true
because your study turned up a positive
result. One element of being critical in
interpreting results is to consider how well
we can measure the factor under study. If
we can do a reasonably good job of
measuring it, then we stand a chance of
detecting an association with disease, if
there is one. If we can’t do a very good job
of measuring the exposure in question, and
if in addition the exposure is very small,
then we should not be surprised that
studies are going to come up with
conflicting results. So, I put a great deal
more emphasis on how extra-scientific
pressures and agendas and the failure to be
sufficiently critical can affect what gets
made of findings in some areas of
epidemiology than Taubes does.

EpiMonitor: How would you articulate the
essence of what you are saying in the
book?

Kabat: There is a tremendous interest on
the part of the public - that is, all of us - in
factors that pertain to our health - both risk
factors for disease and protective factors.

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 3
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- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 2

And yet, the accrual of knowledge that
would allow us to prevent many common
diseases, including many cancers,
Alzheimer’s, etc. is very slow. So, there is a
hunger for new findings that will make a
real difference. It is also true that, on a
deep level we all want positive results - we
want to fill in the yawning gaps in our
knowledge. This is true of researchers and
it's true of consumers of the findings we
produce. It is only natural that we want
our work that has taken years to be
meaningful. Thus, if we study something
extensively and the findings are basically
weak or inconclusive, there is a tendency to
still believe in our hypothesis, which is
only normal. But it can also lead us in
some circumstances to act as if we have
good evidence that there is something
there, when in fact we may not. So, there is
very often a preference in favor of the
positive interpretation even when the facts
don’t warrant it.

In addition, a number of non-scientific
pressures and agendas can contribute to
skewing the reading of the evidence. These
include political and ideological agendas,
which are most prominent in the areas of
tobacco and environmental issues, but in
other areas as well. Advocates for a
specific disease or issue can have a strong
influence. Regulatory and health agencies
may feel compelled to demonstrate their
responsiveness to a perceived threat to
health. Often, in the examples I examine in
detail in the book, and in other instances as
well, due to these pressures, certain aspects
of an issue tend to get more attention, and
others that may be of equal importance
may get short shrift.

EpiMonitor: You talk about the
manufacture of a hazard as if the facts do
not speak for themselves but are spun into
a hazard that should not be addressed.
And somewhere in your book you talk
about the natural history of a controversy
and how it eventually works itself out and

the truth wins out. Do you believe that,
and if so, why not just let these
manufactured hazards burn themselves out
naturally over time. They may be
impossible to reverse quickly anyway once
they get legs.

Kabat: The facts certainly do not speak for
themselves. They need to be critically
evaluated, qualified, challenged, and put in
perspective. I do think that there is a
pattern of early studies showing an
impressive effect and attracting a lot of
attention, and then, as more powerful and
more rigorous studies are done, the
initially impressive effect gets down-
graded or revised downward, sometimes
approaching the null value. This happened
with studies of blood levels of DDT/DDE
and breast cancer. Some of the first studies
on passive smoking and lung cancer
showed relative risks in the vicinity of 2.0.
After more than twenty years of studies,
meta-analyses report a summary relative
risk of about 1.25. But if one does a meta-
analysis of U.S cohort studies, the relative
risk is considerably lower. There are other
examples as well.

I do think that science is self-correcting to a
large extent, but this is not always the case.
On some issues, the misinformation
persists. For example, after thirty years of
experimental and epidemiologic studies of
extremely low-frequency electromagnetic
radiation which has not substantiated the
existence of a hazard at ambient levels of
exposure, it's my impression that there is
still a widespread and persisting notion
that these fields are harmful. Concerning
passive smoking, even though some recent
studies and review articles indicate that the
effects may have been overstated, the
overstated and one-sided claims emanating
from the Surgeon General, the CDC, the

California EPA, and other agencies are hard

to overcome.

“So, there is very
often a preference in
favor of the positive
interpretation even
when the facts don’t
warrant it”.

“First of all, 1
believe that being
self-critical is part
of what science is
about.”

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 4
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“I am not alone in
pointing these
things out.”

“But most things
don’t turn out to
be important.”

- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 3

EpiMonitor: You deserve credit for
pointing out a variety of actors and how
their incentives manufacture a hazard. It is
useful to know that these actors are out
there and that they have incentives to
exaggerate risks. But what are the
solutions to stopping these artificial
creations? It is all well and good to say
people should put things in fuller
perspective, but what incentives will
replace existing ones to make them do
this?

Kabat: First of all, I believe that being self-
critical is part of what science is about. I
think that being aware of the tendency for
potential health hazards (or potential
benefits) to be distorted or exaggerated is
an important first step. I find the lack of
critical judgment on certain health topics
that receive a great deal attention from the
media and from health researchers
dismaying and very much worth noting.
So, the first step is to point to examples of
what goes on. After having described the
phenomenon - and this is a complex
phenomenon - there is the possibility of
changing the incentives - at least to some
extent. One small example would be for
journal editors to discourage authors from
presenting a positive result from a
subgroup analysis in the abstract of a
paper, especially if the overall result is
null. (Noel Weiss has proposed this). It
has also been suggested that reporting
absolute risks, in addition to relative risks,
can help put findings in perspective.
Another recommendation is to make
greater use of some set of criteria for
judging whether an association is likely to
be causal, such as those propounded by A.
Bradford Hill in the 1960’s. This would
have introduced a lot more clarity in the
discussions of the EMF issue. There are
certainly other concrete steps that could be
taken. But just because it is difficult to
counter the tendencies I am describing
doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t pay
attention to them.

I am not alone in pointing these things out.
David Savitz has written an editorial on
“inflammatory epidemiology.” Phil
Alcabes has published an outstanding book
examining the ways in which epidemics
have been represented and how the notion
of epidemic has been extended to modern
public health phenomena like obesity and
autism. Paolo Boffetta and others wrote a
commentary in the Journal of the National
Cancer Institute in 2008 entitled “False
positives in cancer epidemiology: a plea for
epidemiologic modesty.” And Carl V.
Phillips has pointed out the distortion
surrounding the use of smokeless tobacco
as a method of harm reduction. These are
just a few examples. So, I think there is a
sense among many epidemiologists that
there is a problem. So far, these efforts
have been more or less isolated. So
perhaps what is needed is to have more
forums in which these issues and their
implications get explored.

EpiMonitor: Another solution you discuss
is greater attention to the social factors that
account for disease and you insist that less
emphasis should be placed on isolated risk
factors. But how amenable are social factors
to being studied or even if studied and
found culpable, what chance do we have of
implementing effective social changes on a
large scale? It is as if you urge investigators
not to neglect the complexity of things, but
the complexity of things mitigates against
identifying feasible interventions don't you
think?

Kabat: In the passage you're referring to at
the end of the book I was trying to make
several points. First, that we need to be
self-critical and keep certain basic
distinctions in view, without which our
pronouncements become irresponsible. I
mean distinctions such as that between
“association” and “causation,” between a
strong and well-established association and
a weak and inconsistent association,
between a question that merits research

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 5
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- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 4

and a topic on which we have solid
enough evidence to make
recommendations, and so on.

Second, it is natural that we have to write
up results and draw attention to their
potential importance. But most things
don’t turn out to be important. It is
inherent in the research process that it
takes time and many lines of work that
don’t pan out to come up with important
findings that actually matter and that
stand up. I don’t have any “solution” for
this. Except for us to be more candid
about the fact that this is research and to
defend the need for doing it, while at the
same time not hyping its significance. I'm
reminded of the quip attributed to Albert
Einstein, “If we knew what it was we were
doing, it would not be called ‘research,’
would it.”

Finally, you are right that it is easier to
tackle specific risk factors and try to
correct them. But I do think it is salutary
to keep in view the relative importance of
different issues. To put it bluntly, the
passive smoking problem is not of equal
importance as the problem of AIDS or
diarrheal diseases in Africa.

EpiMonitor: It seems to me that you are
pointing out that everyone in science and
society has agendas. If this is not likely to
change, how can we insulate science from
this real world phenomenon? And do we
really want to since in reality, the facts
never do speak for themselves and we
need extra-scientific processes to reach
agreement and consensus on how to
proceed with the facts. Not everyone will
agree.

Kabat: I just feel strongly that there must
be ways to prevent some of the excesses of
the kind I point out in the book and to
improve some of our practices regarding
potential health hazards. Earlier I
mentioned several examples of steps that

could be taken. Another step would be to
be more careful in vetting the make-up of
members of committees to evaluate a
hazard to exclude those with a strong
professional or ideological investment in a
given issue.

EpiMonitor: Failing to put hazards into a
prioritized framework for action could
result in our tackling hazards with less
effectiveness than if we tackled the highest
priority ones. Can you specify actions that
have been taken with each of your four
examples that you feel were not a good
idea or good use of resources. For example,
do you disagree with the bans that have
been implemented on indoor smoking?

Kabat: As regards DDT, the most serious
consequence of the hype and the failure to
make important distinctions about the
usefulness of DDT or the dangers it
presented led countries in equatorial
Africa, following the lead of developed
countries, to ban DDT, and this policy has
been judged to have been responsible for
perhaps a million deaths from malaria that
could have been prevented.

Regarding EMF, neutral observers have
questioned whether the evidence justified a
special set-aside government program (the
EMEF-RAPID program) which gave the
public the message that EMF was a real
threat and put other less sensational
research questions at a disadvantage.

When it comes to radon, some very well-
informed researchers who have studied the
radon problem - some of whom I
interviewed for the book - feel that the
residential radon issue was over-stated and
that the approach taken by the EPA - i.e. of
recommending that every single-family
home should be tested and if the radon
concentration was 4 pCi/L or greater that
the home should be remediated - was not
the most cost-effective approach and that
the EPA’s aggressive campaign to

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 6

“If we knew what
it was we were
doing, it would not
be called ‘research,’
would it.”

“...this policy has
been judged to have
been responsible for

perhaps a million

deaths from
malaria that could
have been
prevented.”
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“...it may be that
the best way to
reduce the impact
of radon is to
encourage smokers
to quit.”

“This is sort of like
looking under the
lamppost for your
keys, not because
you think you
dropped them there
but because that’s
where the light is.”

- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 5
“educate” the population about radon
caused a great deal of unnecessary alarm.
What failed to get enough attention was
that, although residential radon exposure
may be the second leading cause of lung
cancer after cigarette smoking, it is a
distant second. Furthermore, according to
the most authoritative studies,
approximately 90% of the excess lung
cancer cases ascribable to radon exposure
occur in current or former smokers. So,
there is no disagreement that homes with
very high radon levels represent a hazard
and should be remediated. But aside from
this situation, it may be that the best way
to reduce the impact of radon is to
encourage smokers to quit.

As a result of the radon scare of the late
1980s, many case-control studies were
undertaken, starting around 1990, even
though researchers at NCI acknowledged
at the time that these studies were fraught
with methodological problems and might
not add anything to our knowledge. These
studies have now been pooled and show a
slight positive association of indoor radon
levels and lung cancer risk, although some
people question the legitimacy of the
pooling exercise. I think this is an example
of how such an issue can take on a life of
its own.

I mentioned studies of passive smoking
earlier. Regarding smoking bans, the
studies that are cited in support of the
claim that smoking bans reduce deaths
from coronary heart disease are very weak
and questionable. They do not in the main
distinguish between smokers and non-
smokers, nor do they have information on
actual exposure to environmental tobacco
smoke. So the differences they purport to
show in heart disease deaths before and
after the introduction of a smoking ban
could be due to the secular decline in heart
disease, small numbers of events, chance,
or other factors. Large-scale smoking
cessation interventions don’t show effects
of this magnitude.

So, this should be acknowledged.
Personally, I believe that no one should
have to breathe tobacco smoke. Whether
this is achieved by high-efficiency air
tiltration systems coupled with separate
smoking sections or whether it is achieved
by smoking bans should be determined by
the different parties involved.

EpiMonitor: I think you state in the
chapter on breast cancer that ultimately
there was a lot of good that came from
those studies because it changed how
people look at the complexity of
environmental causes of cancer. If our
studies have led us to a more sophisticated
view, can you really say that the
manufacture of that hazard should never
have taken place?

Kabat: It may be a fact that we need to go
through an early stage of drawing attention
to a problem and carrying out crude
studies in order to go on to more
sophisticated studies. But just because
something good may come out of the
process doesn’t mean that we should avoid
critiquing these early studies and avoid
examining the progression of the research.
In a way, there was something that could
be regarded as cynical, or at least
opportunistic, about focusing on DDT in
the Long Island Breast Cancer Study. The
evidence was really not very convincing
that DDT was likely to play any role in
breast carcinogenesis. But it was made one
of the two lead hypotheses of the study
because it could be measured and current
blood levels were thought to reflect
“historical” exposure. This is sort of like
looking under the lamppost for your keys,
not because you think you dropped them
there but because that’s where the light is.
I remember one of the senior investigators
on the study commenting during a break at
the site visit for the grant proposal - but
out of hearing of the site visitors -- that,
“nobody really thinks DDT has anything to
do with breast cancer.” So, in a way, that
was put in for political reasons and because
- Kabat Interview, continues on page 7
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- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 6
it could be measured. And yet this study
was billed as “state-of-the-art” and holding
out promise of delivering new insight into
the causes of breast cancer. One
epidemiologist, Michael Bracken, described
the study as an instance of “jumping on the
bandwagon.” Between 1993 and 2002
about twenty-four epidemiologic studies
appeared addressing DDT in relation to
breast cancer. The overwhelming majority
of these studies showed no evidence of an
association. However, almost all share the
same limitation - namely, that a single
measurement of blood or adipose tissue
levels of DDT at one point in time is not
adequate to characterize an individual’s
lifetime exposure. Furthermore, most
measurements were made close in time to
the diagnosis of breast cancer.

EpiMonitor: What about the idea that
manufacturing a hazard produces more
resources to tackle the suspected and
unknown causes of that problem?

Kabat: These issues are certainly not black-
or-white. But just because something good
can come out of renewed interest in a
disease doesn’t mean that we should avoid
looking at the downsides, which I - and
others - believe are considerable and in
certain cases do real harm.

EpiMonitor: Leon Gordis was once quoted
in the NY Times when asked how do we
know when a question has been
exhaustively enough studied. He said there
was no way to know for sure and that as
long as someone had money to investigate
the problem, there would always be a
scientist willing to conduct the study. Do
you think that is bad, and if so, how would
you prevent it?

Kabat: I agree that some people will
continue to study a question as long as
there is funding. In regard to EMF in the
early 2000’s, both David Savitz and Dale
Sandler wrote editorials in Epidemiology
basically stating that we’ve had enough

studies on the topic, unless there were
some methodologic breakthrough that
allowed us to gain greater insight into what
is going on. Something similar happened
with residential radon. It's my impression
that a trickle of studies continues to appear
on both topics. I don’t see anything wrong
with this - it’s in the nature of research.
And there is always the chance that some
later study may shake up our ideas about
what is going on. An example of this is the
recent study by Richard Thompson of
Johns Hopkins of residential radon and
lung cancer in Worcester County,
Massachusetts. He went to great lengths to
obtain detailed exposure data and to
improve quality control and he found
evidence of a strong inverse association
between indoor radon exposure and lung
cancer risk.

“I agree that some
people will
continue to study a
question as long as
there is funding.”

EpiMonitor: Perhaps our problem is that
we persist in seeing or believing that
science is neutral. And you seem to
espouse the view that science should try as
hard as possible to be neutral so as not to
present disembodied results in pursuit of
an agenda. What if instead scientists
understood their work and its
interpretation to be something that is partly
and inevitably socially constructed. Would
not the acknowledgement of that reality
cause us to think of new ways of socially
constructing our work so that we can be
more effective in the real world and make
optimum use of resources?

“Perhaps our
problem is that we
persist in seeing or

believing that
science is neutral.”

Kabat: You are probably right that a more
sophisticated understanding of the
interplay of science and society might just
lead to more inventive ways to game the
system. But I think that all we can do is to
try to sensitize epidemiologists to these
problems and to try to change the culture
so that it is perhaps less tolerant of abuses.
Try to change the incentives, as you say.

EpiMonitor: Are scientists in denial about
their non-neutrality? Do they have an
incentive to continue to foster the notion

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 8
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- Kabat Interview, con’t from page 7
that science is neutral and therefore can

serve society in a unique way by being the
ultimate impartial arbiter?

“...the mantel of
science and the
appearance of
solid, objective
evidence can be
imposed on a
question where the
evidence is much
less clear-cut or
definitive or
impressive.”

Kabat: Of course the very notion of
“science” implies neutrality and objectivity.
The problem I am pointing out is that the
mantel of science and the appearance of
solid, objective evidence can be imposed on
a question where the evidence is much less
clear-cut or definitive or impressive. This
then provides ammunition to regulatory &
health agencies, as well as advocates
focused on particular issue. And in such
cases, part of a scientific approach is to be

up-front and honest about the limitations
of the data, about what all the relevant
evidence shows, and about serious
inconsistencies, and remaining questions.

EpiMonitor: Which case study did you
enjoy deciphering the most? Which did
you learn the most from for your book?

Kabat: Electromagnetic fields. This issue
has been with us for thirty years. Granted
it took nearly a decade for de novo studies
to appear following the initial study by

“This is all very
unfortunate, and 1
think it might have
been handled
differently.”

Wertheimer and Leeper that was published
in 1979. A large number of studies has
appeared over this period addressing
diverse diseases, including childhood
leukemia, breast cancer, coronary heart

disease, depression, ALS, etc. There have
been large studies from the NCI and
reports from the American Physical Society,
the National Academy of Sciences, the
National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, and other agencies. And there
have been pooled analyses of the
individual epidemiologic studies. Based
on thirty years of study, it appears that
there is no reproducible evidence that EMF
at the levels encountered in everyday life
have any effects on health whatsoever. At
much higher levels EMF have effects and
are used clinically in nerve regeneration
and bone-healing, but these effects occur at
3-4 orders of magnitude higher than the

ambient levels that are studied in
epidemiologic studies. On theoretical
grounds, it has been argued that magnetic
fields on the order of 10 milliGauss cannot
affect biology because they are 10,000 times
lower in energy than the thermal noise of the
molecules in our bodies.

Nevertheless, this issue can still generate
considerable alarm and confusion. In the past
year there has been a great furor about a
cluster of breast cancer cases in a single
building at the University of California at San
Diego. Examination of the cluster has
focused on magnetic fields produced by the
building’s elevators. Measurements of the
fields showed them to be well within the
range of ambient exposures to EMF.
Nevertheless, the message conveyed by a
report written by a UCSD epidemiologist
pointed to EMF as a possible explanation.
What was striking to me was that this report
presented a rather skewed account of the
evidence concerning EMF exposure and
breast cancer. The UCSD community has
reacted to this situation with feelings of
outrage at being subjected to this hazard.
This is all very unfortunate, and I think it
might have been handled differently. But I
think one thing we should expect is that
when confronted with a cluster or a putative
hazard, all of the relevant evidence get taken
into account, rather than selecting evidence
and inflaming the situation.

There are other instances as well of the
continued life of the EMF hazard.

EpiMonitor: Can you name health risks that
are being hyped today and actions being
taken to mitigate or study them that you
think are not worthwhile?

Kabat: Two topics that come to mind are cell
phones and fine particle air pollution. I
wouldn’t say that the efforts to study them
are not worthwhile. But the problem - the
danger -- is that certain results get more
attention than other results, and influential

- Kabat Interview, continues on page 9
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groups create a narrative that may not
reflect all of the relevant science. For
example, Lennart Hardell an oncologist in
Sweden has aggressively argued that the
evidence suggests the possibility that cell
phone use and mobile phone use may
cause brain cancers and brain tumors. He
has gone as far as to attack the work of
highly respected epidemiologists in print
who have found the evidence
unconvincing. Here is an example where
certain results get more emphasis and
perhaps insufficiently critical attention,
contributing to the perception that the
evidence indicates the existence of a
hazard. There are also self-appointed
activist groups like the Bioinitiative which
give one-sided assessments of the evidence.

A second example of the clash of
interpretations of the scientific evidence
has been unfolding in connection with the
California Air Resources Board’s (CARB)
efforts to introduce new and more stringent
regulations concerning diesel and fine
particle air pollution in California. If
enacted, these new regulations will have
very real economic consequences through
their effect on the trucking and
construction industries. The crux of the
matter is that CARB is relying on certain
epidemiologic studies which appear to
show an association of fine particle air
pollution with mortality, but it ignores
certain other studies which show
absolutely no association. My point is
simply that it is terribly irresponsible for a
powerful government agency to not
consider all of the relevant evidence - I'm
only talking about high-quality studies --
on a question with such far-reaching effects
on the economy and on livelihoods. This is
not a matter of being retrograde, or pro-
industry, or giving air pollution a pass. We
have to get beyond appearances and being
ensnared by political correctness. This is a
question of evaluating all of the relevant
evidence on a question before formulating
a policy which will have very far-reaching
effects.

EpiMonitor: How did you feel about writing
a book that was critical of your colleagues?

Kabat: In the final analysis, I didn’t see any
way to avoid giving vivid examples of what I
was talking about. It did feel somewhat
uncomfortable, but the criticism is measured
and not at all personal or ad hominem. I
know that at least some of the people whose
work I cite as examples have not held it
against me.

“I know that at
least some of the
people whose work
I cite as examples
have not held it
against me.”

EpiMonitor: Epidemiologists are currently
working on a series of case studies to show
how epidemiologic findings can be translated
effectively into action. Most epidemiologists
are not worried about over-hyping health
risks but rather would love nothing more
than to have the health risks they have
identified taken more seriously and translated
into action. What advice do you have to offer
epidemiologists who are trying to translate
their results into action? What is the non-
pejorative way of promoting awareness of
health risks so that society does more not less
to address them? Which is the greater societal
problem--hyped health risks, or neglected
health risks?

Kabat: Part of my point about hyped health
risks is that they divert attention from more
important issues that have real, palpable
effects on health. Furthermore they confuse
the public and can lead to the formulation of
distorted, wrong-headed policies that may do
more harm than good. So, I'm all in favor of
translating solid epidemiologic knowledge
into action.

“...hyped health
risks is that they
divert attention
from more
important issues
that have real,
palpable effects on
health.”

EpiMonitor: Perhaps one response that could
come from your book would be for the
persons who will report on the examples of
successful translation of epidemiologic results
into action to discuss also with you the
examples of overtranslation of epidemiologic
results into action. Maybe useful lessons on
how to ratchet up and ratchet down the
responses to epidemiologic findings could
emerge. What do you think of that idea?

Kabat: Exactly.
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CAREER MARKETPLACE

THE PEDIATRIC DENGUE VACCINE INITIATIVE
INTERNATIONAL VACCINE INSTITUTE

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
DIRECTOR

The Pediatric Dengue Vaccine Initiative (PDVI), a program hosted
by the International Vaccine Institute (IVI), Seoul, Korea, is seeking
a Director to oversee its development and operations. The PDVI has
as its objective, to facilitate and accelerate the development and
introduction of safe and effective dengue vaccines in developing
countries. The PDVI has several programmatic components: 1)
supportive research to facilitate the clinical testing of dengue
vaccines by developing and improving immunological and
diagnostic assays; 2) evaluation research focusing on development
of field sites in dengue-endemic countries where clinical testing of
dengue vaccines can take place and on field evaluations of dengue
diagnostics and assays; 3) vaccine product development partnerships
to achieve products designed for and affordable to dengue-endemic
countries; and 4) activities to assure access to dengue vaccines,
including research to better define the global dengue disease burden
and disease costs, to model the potential cost-effectiveness of
dengue vaccines, and to estimate the market for dengue vaccines, as
well as collaborative activities with national and international
partners, including the World Health Organization, to communicate
this evidence and to plan for vaccine introduction into developing
countries. The host organization, the IVI, is an international non-
profit organization focused primarily on accelerating the research,
development and introduction of new and improved vaccines for use

primarily in developing countries. The PDVI headquarters are
located at the IVI in Seoul, Korea.

The incumbent will be a recognized leader in one of the fields
encompassed by the PDVI program, including virology,
epidemiology, immunology, and vaccine development. A broad
knowledge of dengue would be an advantage, as would experience
working in the vaccine industry. The incumbent should have
experience in program-building, resource mobilization, and in staff
development.

Minimum qualifications include a doctorate degree in a relevant
discipline, and significant experience in leading a multi-disciplinary
field/ laboratory research program.

Salary will be internationally competitive. The Institute provides
appropriate fringe benefits including a housing allowance, home
leave, and income tax reimbursement.

The International Vaccine Institute is an independent international
organization established under the Vienna Convention of 1969. It is
governed by a Board of Trustees the majority of whom are elected
based on their personal capacity.

Applications should be sent to:

Ms. Eunsuk Kim

Human Resources Officer

International Vaccine Institute

San 4-8 Nakseongdae-dong

Gwanak-gu, Seoul, Korea

Tel: 82-2-872-2801 Fax: 82-2-872-2803
Email: eskim@ivi.int

from whom further particulars can be obtained.  Absolute
confidentiality will be respected.

ASSISTANT/ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR POSITION
IN EPIDEMIOLOGY AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Department of Kinesiology and Community Health
College of Applied Health Sciences
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

The Department of Kinesiology and Community Health seeks candidates with
expertise in epidemiology for a tenure-track faculty position, either as an assistant
or associate professor. Applicants are sought with expertise in areas related
to chronic disease prevention and control, such as behavioral epidemiology,
epidemiology of chronic diseases in the United States or in other countries,
determinants of health and disparities, environmental determinants of disease,
community assessment and surveillance, implementing and evaluating effects
of community-level interventions, and epidemiologic and statistical methods.
Successful applicants will contribute to the design and implementation of the MPH
curriculum, conduct research, and advance scholarship in their area of expertise.

The preferred start date is August 16, 2010. For full consideration, an application
must be received by January 19, 2010. Review of applications will continue
until the position is filled, and applications received after the closing date may
be considered.

Qualifications: Applicants must hold a doctoral degree. Work experience in
organizations or agencies with a public health mission is also desirable but
not required.

Salary: Commensurate with qualifications and experience.

Application Process: Application materials should be submitted online at
http://jobs.illinois.edu. The following materials should be uploaded: (1) a letter
of application that includes a statement of research interests and summary of
qualifications for the position; (2) a curriculum vitae; and (3) names and contact
information of three references. For more information about the position,
applicants may contact:

Dr. David Buchner, Director, Master of Public Health Program
Chair, MPH Search Committee

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

1206 S. Fourth St., 129 Huff Hall « Champaign, IL 61820
Email: dbuchner@illinois.edu Phone: 217-244-1510

Women, minorities, and individuals with disabilities are particularly encouraged to apply.
The University of lllinois is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer.
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Tenure-Track/Assistant Professor Positions

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

The University of Michigan School of Public Health invites applica-
tions for three tenure-track assistant professor positions in the
Department of Epidemiology. Our highly interdisciplinary
Department is home to internationally recognized researchers
using a broad range of epidemiologic methods, including state of
the art laboratory techniques, diverse field methods, bioinformat-
ics, and statistical and mathematical models. Our Department has
highly successful masters and doctoral level training programs.
Applicants should have advanced training in epidemiology or a
related field.

To apply, please provide: a statement of current and future
research plans, teaching philosophy and experience, complete cur-
riculum vitae, and three letters of recommendation. Send to:
Junior Faculty Search Committee, Department of Epidemiology,
1415 Washington Heights, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2029 or electroni-
cally to emilysw@umich.edu. Review of applications will begin
December 1, 2009 and continue until a suitable candidate is identi-
fied. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply and the
University is supportive of the needs of dual career couples. The
University of Michigan is an equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer. http://www.sph.umich.edu/epid/pdf/Job%20Positions/
EpidAssistantProfessor.pdf

Training Courses for Public Health Professionals
Cosponsored by Emory University (RSPH) and

The Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC)
(Atlanta, Georgia)
Directed by Philip S. Brachman, M.D.

Environmental Microbiology: Control of Foodborne and
Waterborne Diseases
January 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 2010

This is a course on the surveillance of foodborne and waterborne diseases
designed for public health practitioners and other students interested in the
safety of food and water. The course describes how information from
surveillance is used to improve public health policy and practice in ways that
contribute to the safety of our food and water. We focus on the
microorganisms and chemical agents responsible for food and water-
transmitted diseases. We study the diseases they cause, the pathogenesis,
clinical manifestations, reservoirs, modes of transmission, and epidemiology.
The transport, survival, and fate of pathogens in the environment, the concept
of indicator organisms as surrogates for pathogens, and the removal and
inactivation of pathogens and indicators by water and wastewater treatment
processes will be analyzed.

Epidemiology in Action: Intermediate Analytic
Methods Course

January 11-14, 2010
This course includes measures of association, normal and binomial

distributions, confounding, statistical tests, stratification, logistic regression,
models and computers as used in epidemiology.

Epidemiology in Action
April 26 to May 7, 2010

This basic two-week course in epidemiology is directed at public health
professionals and includes discussions of applied epidemiology and
biostatistics, public health surveillance, field investigations, hands-on
computer training using Epi-Info, and selected prevalent diseases.
Epidemiologic case studies are worked on in the classroom.

Contact person: Pia Valeriano, MBA
Phone:(404)727-3485; Fax:(404)727-4590; Email:pvaleri@emory.edu
Website: http://www.sph.emory.edu/EPICOURSES

o
>
s
m
m
X
=
>
X
A
m
-
U
r
>
O
m

EPIDEMIOLOGY at Brown University

TENURE-TRACK FACULTY POSITIONS

Brown University’s Public Health Program in Providence, Rhode Island is completing a major multiyear
expansion including the development of a new Department of Epidemiology. Two tenure-track positions
are available for talented faculty who will help establish this new department in a leading university. Both
positions require evidence of an independent program of research and experience teaching epidemiology
at the graduate level. These positions include:

Full or Associate Professor (tenured) specializing in Epidemiology
Expertise in clinical epidemiology, cardiovascular, cancer,
reproductive or neurology preferred.

Assistant Professor (tenure-track) specializing in Epidemiology
Expertise in epidemiologic methods or clinical trials preferred.

Visit http://publichealth.brown.edu/faculty/employment
for contact information and how to apply for these positions

Brown University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer, and actively solicits applications from women and minorities.
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UGCsrF

University of California
San Francisco

Institute for Global Health
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
University of California, San Francisco

The Institute for Global Health, in coordination with the Department of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics, University of California, San Francisco invites applications for faculty
positions affiliated with the Institute for Global Health. Appointments will be at the
Assistant, Associate or Full Professor levels in either the Adjunct or In Residence series.

Duties: The successful candidates will conduct studies on a variety of global public
health topics, including HIV/AIDS prevention, transnational community health and
health franchising in low-income countries. The chosen candidates will be required to
teach in both formal and informal settings in their areas of expertise.

Qualifications: Doctorate (Medicine, Epidemiology, or Public Health preferred) or
prior faculty appointment with appropriate academic credentials; experience in global
public health and epidemiology research required with preference given to those with
additional experience in policy and international development. Candidate must
provide the large majority of own salary through extramural funding. Experience in

international settings preferred.

For a complete review of application, please send a letter of intent, CV and the names of
three professional references by December 15, 2009 to Phillip Babcock, Academic
Manager, Dept. of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, UCSF Box 0560, San Francisco, CA
94143-0560. You may also send e-mail to pbabcock@psg-ucsf.org

UCSF seeks candidates whose experience, teaching, research, or community service has
prepared them to contribute to our commitment to diversity and excellence.

UCSF is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. The University undertakes affirmative
action to assure equal employment opportunity for underutilized minorities and women, for
persons with disabilities, and for covered veterans. All qualified applicants are encouraged to

apply, including minorities and women.
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Health and Human Services
National Institutes of Health
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development

Senior Investigator
Chief, Epidemiology Branch

The Division of Epidemiology, Statistics and Prevention Research (DESPR) of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, National
Institutes of Health (NIH), Health and Human Services (HHS), invites applications for the position of Senior Investigator to serve as the Chief of the Epidemiology Branch. The
Epidemiology Branch is one of three intramural Branches within the DESPR, and focuses on the design and implementation of high- impact reproductive, perinatal and pediatric
research, while providing mentoring opportunities for intramural research fellows and summer interns, and engaging in professional service. The Branch’s current research
employs innovative approaches including novel study designs, biomarkers, and genetic and nutritional methods to address a spectrum of outcomes in the areas of reproduction
and development, pregnancy and its complications, fetal growth, child growth and development, and birth defects.

The Chief directs the Branch’s overall research program, provides leadership, administrative and managerial support, and conducts original and collaborative reproductive, perina-
tal or pediatric epidemiologic research. Candidates must have an earned doctorate in epidemiology or a closely related field or an earned medical degree with a graduate degree
in epidemiology or a closely related field and substantial epidemiology research experience. The successful applicant must have international stature for his/her original and col-
laborative publication record in the peer-reviewed literature, demonstrated success in mentoring students and junior scientists, strong leadership and administrative skills, and evi-
dence of professional service appropriate for an academic appointment commensurate with a tenured professor and consistent with the qualifications for tenure at the NIHH.
Excellent communication skills are highly valued.

0O
>
X
m
m
X
=
>
Y
A
m
-
U
r
>
)
m

The Branch Chief will be appointed to a tenured position at a salary commensurate with qualifications and experience. Full Federal benefits including leave, health and life insur-
ance, long-term care insurance, retirement, and savings plan (401k equivalent) will be provided.

Interested individuals should email a curriculum vitae plus cover letter describing professional qualifications and accomplishments, research accomplishments in the field and
future interests, and contact information for three references to:

Mr. Paul Errett
Administrative Officer, NICHD
6100 Executive Blvd, Room 7B05, Rockville, MD 20852
errettp@mail.nih.gov

Applications will be reviewed starting on December 15, 2009, but applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

The HHS and NIH are Equal Opportunity Employers. Application from women, minorities and persons with disabilities are encouraged.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN |
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY |

FACULTY POSITION IN MUSCULOSKELETAL EPIDEMIOLOGY AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

The Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the University of Michigan is expanding its basic science and clinical research programs. As part of the effort to
recruit multiple faculty devoted to musculoskeletal research, the Department is seeking an epidemiologist for an exciting new tenure-track research position at
the assistant or associate professor level. The successful candidate will be expected to develop an independent extramurally funded research program in clini-
cal epidemiology, with a focus on musculoskeletal conditions and their treatment. Collaboration with other faculty in the Department and across departments is
encouraged. The Department is closely connected to the U-M Bone & Joint Injury Prevention & Rehabilitation Center, which focuses on the prevention, treat-
ment, and rehabilitation of musculoskeletal injuries and arthritis (www.bjiprc.umich.edu). Joint appointment with the Department of Epidemiology in the School
of Public Health is also possible. Candidates should have an earned M.D., Ph.D., or Sc.D. in epidemiology or a closely related field and a record of scholarly
publication. For appointment at the associate professor level, applicants must have a demonstrated record of securing extramural funding and a national repu-
tation.

The University of Michigan is a non-discriminatory/affirmative action employer and strongly encourages females and minorities to apply.

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled; however, screening of applications will begin December 15th, 2009. Send an electronic letter of applica-
tion and include a statement of professional objectives, current curriculum vitae, and a list of three references to Peggy Piech (ppiech@umich.edu). Letters will
only be sought for finalists. Inquiries can be addressed to:

Richard E. Hughes, Ph.D.

Chair, Epidemiologist Search Committee
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Michigan
2017 BSRB

109 Zina Pitcher PI.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2200
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Opportunities This Month First Class

U.S. Postage

Brown University p. 13 e ‘! I lq rtor PAID

Emory University p. 13 TME EPIDEMIOLOGY \MONITOR Pfgggufgl‘?f

IE‘? . . p. 14 2560 Whisper Wind Court 34748

Int’l Vaccine Institute p. 12 Roswell, Georgia 30076

Mayo Clinic .14

NlHy s 15 Editor and Publisher

University of lllinois p. 12 Roger H. Bernier, PhD, MPH

Un!vers!ty of MiChig_an . P- 13, 15 Director of Operations

University of S. California p-12, 14 Cynthia S. Wright

UTMB p- 16

dUTMB

NRSA T32 Postdoctoral Fellowship
Interdisciplinary Women’s Reproductive Health

Overview: The University of Texas Medical Branch is accepting applications for postdoctoral fellows interested in pursuing an academic career in women'’s health
research. This 2-year NRSA T32 fellowship provides training in theory and methods as well as practical experience as they pertain to conducting clinical research.
Faculty in the program are able to offer ample opportunities for data analysis, manuscript preparation, and grant writing in a collaborative working environment.

Who may apply: Applicants who have completed a terminal degree as follows: MD Post-residency, PhD, DrPH, ScD, or PsyD in disciplines related to women’s health.
This interdisciplinary program seeks applicants who are highly motivated to pursuing research careers focused on the many physiological and psychological issues fac-
ing women during their reproductive years. Successful candidates will engage in mentored research training for 2 years (2 consecutive 12-month appointments).

Eligibility: Must have competed terminal degree in defined area from accredited institution. Transcript or documentation from the awarding institution is required. Must be
a US citizen, non-citizen national or permanent resident. Documentation of status is required. Individuals with temporary or student visas are not eligible for support.
Must be able to commit to full-time effort to the program. Studies leading to MD, medical residency, PhD, or other clinical health professional training are not supported.

Application procedure: Submit the following via email or postal service: (1) A personal statement including career goals, a brief description of proposed research, and
how this training will help achieve your career goals; (2) a current CV; (3) documentation of citizenship status; and (4) 3 letters of reference. Send your application
packet to:

Abbey B. Berenson, MD
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology
The University of Texas Medical Branch

301 University Boulevard

Galveston, TX 77555-0587
abberens@utmb.edu
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