
 

 
(logo has been edited in line with the substance of this letter) 

 

Dear Marvin Rees, Hugh Brady and Judith Squires 

 

As members of staff and students at the University of Bristol, we are writing to express our 
support for the removal and disposal of the statue of the slave trader Edward Colston from 
Bristol city centre on 7th June. That statue has been a stain on our city for far too long. 
 

Now that the statue has come down, we are calling on Bristol City Council and the Mayor 
to guarantee that:  
 

-The statue will not be replaced in any public position in Bristol, other than in a 
museum.  
-If it is placed in a museum it should be in a context of understanding why and how it 
was removed. 
-No public money is spent on its restoration.  
-You will write to the CPS asking them not to prosecute the demonstrators for taking 
this long overdue responsibility into their own hands. 
- You will fully stand by the decision by Avon and Somerset Police Superintendent 
Andy Bennett to police by consent on the afternoon of June 7th 

  
In addition, we are calling on the University of Bristol to recognise the importance of this 
historical moment, and commit to:  
 

-Rapid removal of all reference not only to Colston, but to slave-holding individuals 
and organisations that profited from slavery in the names of University buildings and 
the University logo. 

           - This includes overturning the decision not to rename the Wills Building 

-Undertake a transparent review of the historic and current governance of the Society 
of Merchant Venturers who were instrumental in blocking attempts to remove the 
statue and change its misleading inscription, as this will help to inform the 
University’s future relationship with that organisation 

- Expand bursaries and fee waivers for Black students wishing to undertake 
undergraduate and postgraduate study at the university   
- Work with and consult local communities on the redesign of the logo and on the 
University’s response to its ties with transatlantic slavery 

 

Many of the 300+ staff and student signatories below have committed to undertaking the 
short term and long term work that is needed to support you in creating a more inclusive and 
decolonised city and campus. We request that the City Council and the University of Bristol 
each acknowledge receipt of this letter no later than 16th June 2020, sent to: cbh-
publicity@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Sincerely,  
 
Josie Gill   Humanities 
Catherine Dodds  School for Policy Studies 
Isabella Aboderin  School for Policy Studies 
Emma Williamson  School for Policy Studies 
Katharine Charlsey  SPAIS 



Jon Fox   SPAIS 
Afua Twum-Danso Imoh School for Policy Studies 
Florian Scheding   School of Arts 
Jutta Weldes   SPAIS 
Steffan Davies   Modern Languages 
Samir Sweida-Metwally SPAIS 
Katie Bales   Law 
Umut Parmaksız  SPAIS 
Therese O'Toole  SPAIS 
Pier-Luc Dupont  SPAIS 
Antonia Layard  Law 
Vicky Byrne   SPS 
Pauline Fairclough  Arts 
Peter Scott   Arts 
Emily Walmsley  
Helen Manchester  Education 
Jassi Sandhar   Law 
Phil Syrpis   Law 
Lindsay Carter   SPAIS 
Martin Preston   School of Education 
Naomi Nile    Library Services  
Zibah Nwako  
Rory Burford (student/staff) Geographical Sciences 
Rachel Murray   Law 
Jessica Roy   School for Policy Studies 
Martin Parker   SEFM 
Devyani Prabhat  Law 
Michael Ellison  Arts 
Judith Masson   Law 
Francisco Palma Carvajal Policy Studies 
Misa Izuhara   School for Policy Studies 
Gregory Schwartz  SEFM 
Jafia Camara   School of Education  
Betzabé Torres Olave  School of Education 
Suzanne Doyle Guilloud Law 
David Miller   School for Policy Studies 
Eirik Bjorge   Law 
Nidia Aviles Nunez  Education 
Charlotte Villiers  Law 
Bridget Anderson  SPAIS 
Trang Tran   School of Education 
Tom Sperlinger  School of Humanities 
Robin Shields   School of Education 
Julia Paulson   School of Education 
Ed Holberton    HUMS 
Becky Ali   School for Policy Studies 
Sophie Chester  Law 
Suzie Crowter   MMB 
Angeliki Papadaki  SPS 
Christina Pantazis  SPS 
Santiago Ayuso Arcas School of Education 
Jessie Abrahams  School of Education 
Gavriel Nelken  SPAIS (PhD student) 
Damien McManus  ASSL 
Junko Yamashita  SPAIS 



Will Pooley   Humanities 
  
Nieves Perez-Solorzano SPAIS 
Nariman Massoumi  Arts 
Richard Stone   Humanities 
Lara Farrell (staff/student) Law 
Sarah Davies   School for Policy Studies 
Morag McDermont  Law 
Manoj Dias-Abey  Law 
Tamar Hodos   Arts 
Eric Herring   SPAIS 
Marika Zeimbekis  Library Services 
Rosa Grainger   Law 
Jennie Frampton  Law 
Magda Mogilnicka  
Karen Desborough  SPAIS, Law 
Diego Acosta   Law 
David Brown   SPAIS 
Rich Pancost   Earth Sciences  
Rob Skinner   Humanities 
Laurence Publicover  Humanities 
Jon Parsonage  Law 
Rafael Mitchell  Education 
Filippo Dionigi   SPAIS 
Michael Malay   Humanities 
Will Baker   Education 
Ioanna Bakopoulou  School of Education 
Tom Allport   Population Health Sciences 
Clair Gammage  Law 
Kate McClune   Humanities 
Lindsey Porter   Law 
John Coggon   Law 
Kirk Sides   Humanities  
Susan Halford   SPAIS 
Paul Merchant Modern  Languages 
Gail Lambourne  Brigstow Institute 
Caroline Bardrick  School of Education  
Ceri Roberts   Law 
Colin Nolden   Law 
Evey Damianopoulou  Policy Studies 
Myles-Jay  Linton  Medicine 
Loubaba Mamluk  Bristol Medical School 
Victoria Canning  School for Policy Studies 
Lucy Wenham   School of Education 
Rachel Lart   SPS 
Debra Long   Law 
Matthew Ellis   Medicine 
Daisy Perry   School of Education 
Joseph Webb   School for Policy Studies 
Sue Timmis   School of Education 
Joanna McCunn  Law School 
Emma Newcombe  MMB 
Jenny Szewiel   Law 
Lorna Smith   School of Education  
Paul Willis   School for Policy Studies 



Egle Cesnulyte  SPAIS 
Philippa Howard  School of Education 
Neil Matthews   SPAIS 
Andrea Tartakowsky  School for Policy Studies 
Michelle Cini   SPAIS 
Keir Williams   Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Lucy Hannam   School for Policy Studies 
Pauline Helsop  Policy Studies 
Esther Eidinow  Humanities 
Eszter Szilassy  Medical School 
Sam Rodda   Education 
Sarah Brain   Library 
Narinder Bansal  Medical School 
Jessica Moody  Humanities / History 
Lorrie Strawbridge-Smith SCEEM 
Erin Forbes   Humanities 
Abigail Fraser   Medical School 
Emma Freeman  SCEEM 
Karen Tucker   SPAIS 
Kate Hawkey   Education 
Nathan Eisenstadt  Bristol Medial School 
Rebecca Richmond  BMS 
Alix Dietzel   SPAIS 
Gwen Jones   Law 
Evelyn Miller   SPAIS 
Lucy Parnall   RED 
Bethan Lloyd-Lewis  CMM 
Louise MIllard   Bristol Medical School 
Emily Coit   Humanities 
Emma Cole   Humanities 
Elizabeth Gourd  Humanities 
Tricha Passes   Humanities 
Yin Harn Lee   Law 
Natasha Golding  RCT 
Matthew Brown  SML 
Frederick Fordham  EDU 
Natasha Carver  SPS 
Rachel Pougnet  Law 
Nikki Bonnissent  SPS 
Alan Emond   Bristol Medical School 
David Perkins de Oliveira SML / DEO 
Edward King   SML 
Emily Crick   PolicyBristol 
Sebnem Eroglu  SPS 
Jeremy Hawksworth  SPS 
Jacqueline Maingard  Arts 
Tara Puri   Humanities 
Andrew Fraass  Earth Science 
Julia Gumy   SPS 
Camilla Morelli  SART 
Eileen Sutton   Bristol Medical School 
Melanie Pottle Iddon  Law 
Anna Oliver Barreda  School of Modern Languages 
Nicoletta Momigliano  Humanities 
Ailsa Cameron  SPS 



Michael Naughton  Law & SPAIS 
Elizabeth Haines   Humanities 
Tiffany Wang   Law 
James Hawkey  SML 
Dorothy Price   History of Art 
Simon Frankel Pratt  SPaIS 
Kamila Gielnik   School for Policy Studies 
Jo Crow   SML 
Lydia Medland   Law/SPAIS 
Omar Chowdhury  Humanities 
Terrell Carver   SPAIS 
Ellen O'Gorman  Classics 
Khadija Meghrawi  Bristol Medical School 
Ana E. Juncos   SPAIS 
Matthew Burton  Law 
Angela Piccini   Arts 
Sheelagh McGuinness Law 
Kit Fotheringham  Law 
Kathryn Allinson  Law 
Elizabeth Robles  Hums 
Ryan Davey   School for Policy Studies 
Leanne Melbourne  Earth Sciences 
Christie Smith   School of Education 
Jack Nicholls   SPS/Law 
Suzi Wells   Digital Education Office 
Su Lin Lewis   Humanities 
Pete Falconer   Arts 
Rachel Randall  Modern Languages 
Hannah Susorney  Earth Sciences 
Joshua Habgood-Coote Arts 
Asma Vranaki   Law 
Roy Youdale   Modern Languages 
Sarah Daw   Humanities 
Ruth Bush   Modern Languages 
Xaman Minillo   SPAIS 
Claire Hawcroft  Bristol Medical School 
Marc Pinol    SPAIS 
Maria Evangelina Filippi SPAIS 
Lucy Haslam   School of Education 
Catherine Hunt  HUMS 
Jimmy Hay   Arts 
Francisco Romero  HIPLA 
Rebecca Kosick  SML 
Albert Sanchez-Graells Law 
Kurt Lampe   Humanities 
Adam Cotton   Law 
Marie Marshall  SML 
Paul Earlie   SML 
Yentyl Williams  Law 
Freya Dabson   SCEEM 
Roberta Guerrina  SPAIS 
Clare Siviter   School of Modern Languages 
Rhiannon Daniels  SML 
  
Caryn Peiffer   SPOL 



Siobhan Shilton  SML 
Ruth Glynn   SML 
Philip Sayer   SPAIS 
Maria Barnes   BMS 
Sam Lambshead  Research Development 
Albertine Fox   SML 
Anna Havinga   SML 
Billy Kahora   Humanities  
Shannon Kneis  Bristol University Press 
Christopher Gray  Law School 
Bradley Stephens  School of Modern Languages 
Elle Chilton-Knight  Philosophy / RED 
Valerie Aspin   RED 
Victoria Hopton  Library Services 
Bonnie Venter   Law 
Helen Fulton   Humanities (English) 
Susan Harrow   French 
Nadia Haq   SPAIS 
Jo Toye   SPS 
Elliot James    Perivoli African Research Centre 
Harriet Tamlyn  SPS 
John McTague  HUMS 
Annelyse Apicella  SML 
Nina Couzin (staff)  Elizabeth Blackwell Institute 
Samantha Barlow  International Research Partnerships 
Michael Marcinkowski  Centre for Academic Language and Development 
Jo Barrell   Elizabeth Blackwell Institute 
Jill Payne   SPAIS 
Adrian Flint   SPAIS 
Hanrahan Highland  DEO 
Jess Farr-Cox   HUMS 
Raeesah Ellis-Haque (staff) Widening Participation 
Megan Johnson  Law 
Lindsay Coleman  RED 
Tania Phipps-Rufus   Law School 
Hannah Walsh  Humanities 
Annie Herbert Population  Health Sciences 
Joanne Norris   Cabot Institute for the Environment 
Soukhanda Kent-Morris Law  
Maitri Patel (Staff) School of Computer Science, Electronic and Electrical 

Engineering, and Engineering Maths 
Rahim Ahmed (Staff)  Engineering Faculty 
Emily Carter   Residential Life 
Nora Pau   PLN 
Babak Somekh  Economics 
Aidarus Aidid   Wellbeing 
Ellen Boocock   Humanities 
Andy Chadwick  Marketing 
Alice Chadwick  Humanities 
Nick Marshall   Humanities 
Dan Finch-Race  SML 
  
Patience Mutesva (Staff) Procurement  
Lucas Nunes Vieira  Modern Languages  
Maria Fannin (Staff)  Geographical Sciences 



Nadine Nero   Strategic Projects and Programmes 
Niquita Munowenyu (staff) Central marketing 
Tyesha Nicholson-Grant  Central marketing 
Holly Lambeth (staff)  Humanities 
Kiron Joshi (staff)  Humanities 
Niah Rhoden-Edwards (staff) RED 
Setor Kunutsor  Bristol Medical School 
Antonia Kamara (Staff) Admissions  
Tariq Modood   SPAIS 
Carla Mereu Keating (staff) Film and TV 
Jacqueline Davies (staff) Education 
Sandi Dheensa (staff)  Medicine 
Nazia Hussein   SPAIS 
Ana Suarez Vidal  SML 
Sophie Leather  Humanities 
Arismende da Silva Contreiras  SML 
Eoin Guilfoyle   Law 
John Pickard   SART 
Polly Galis (Staff)  SML 
Chantal lewis (Student) CAME 
Saima Shah (Staff)  CALD 
Christopher Bertram(staff) Arts 
Anrijs Abele (Student)  Geography 
Madhu Krishnan (staff) HUMS 
Merle Patchett (staff)  Geography 
Sam Royston (staff)  Geographical Sciences 
Neil Carrier (staff)  Arts 
Alexander Farnsworth (staff) Geographical Sciences 
Alice Beck (Doctoral student) Geographical Sciences  
Danielle Rubiano (staff) Geographical Sciences 
Unai De Francisco (student) Mech eng 
Bindeya Patel   Admissions 
Negar Elodie Behzadi  Geographical Sciences  
Dan Lunt   Geographical Sciences  
Natalie Lord (staff)  Geographical Sciences 
Fernan Osorno   Politics 
Oscar Berglund  SPS 
Marcus Morgan (Staff) SPAIS 
Saima Nasar   Humanities 


