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Apostasy and anti-conversion laws criminalize and pose severe
punishments for individuals who renounce or convert away from the
majority religion. Currently, there are over 20 nations - in Africa, the
Middle East, South Asia, and Southeast Asia - in which apostasy is
penalized. Over 10 of these countries stipulate the death penalty for
apostasy, though the sentences are rarely carried out officially they
have a chilling effect on the legitimate exercise of human rights.

Some countries, such as Yemen and Mauritania, for example,
explicitly prohibit apostasy according to national penal provisions.
Such is usually the case in nations where Shari'a Law is supreme. In
other nations, such as Jordan and Morocco, apostasy is not criminally
codified, but influential religious leaders and courts have proclaimed
its illegality and have prosecuted such cases.

And in some other countries, though there exists no national anti-
conversion law, regions and provinces have passed relevant
legislations. In India, for example, several provinces have passed 
 laws that penalize religious converts for failing to seek permission
or inform authorities of their conversion. These laws allegedly seek to
outlaw attempts of forcibly converting another individual. However,
due to vague and arbitrary provisions, they target individuals for
innocent activities such as praying for, delivering aid to, or marrying
someone of another faith, under the false allegations that they are
attempting to coercively convert another person.

Apostasy and anti-conversion laws are in direct contravention of
Article 18 and violate other human rights protected under the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.


