
 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 5, 2023 

8:00 a.m. 
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The altar flowers in the chancel today are given by Sandy Gansmann in memory of 
Roger Gansmann and what would have been their 54th wedding anniversary on 

March 5. 
 

As We Gather 
The pages of the Bible are filled with some very human people. In the appointed 

Readings of the Sundays in Lent, we encounter several. In today’s Old Testament 

Reading, we hear of Abraham, who followed the guidance of God faithfully to the 

land of promise. Yet in Genesis, we also read that when in a challenging situation in 

Egypt, he misrepresented his wife as his sister and profited from the deception. 

Nicodemus, to whom Jesus explained the Gospel in great detail, kept his association 

with the Lord a secret. Even at the time of the burial of Jesus after the crucifixion, 

Nicodemus labors with Joseph of Arimathea “secretly for fear of the Jews” (John 

19:38). It is well that we are reminded as we confess in the Nicene Creed that “for 

us men and for our salvation” our Lord “was made man.” As imperfect and very 

human people, we are assured by the Spirit that we are loved by God, who knows us 

as we are, and that we truly are “precious in the sight of the LORD” in life and in 

death (Psalm 116:15). 

 

Preservice Music The Sower 

 Handbell Choir 
Ringing of the Bell 

 
Welcome and Greeting 
 
 

Please stand 

 

 

All Depends on Our Possessing LSB 732 
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5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt His wisdom never; 

As God wills, so be it ever; 

    I commit to Him my way. 
 

6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But 

I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor, sinful being. 
  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Ps. 105:4-7; antiphon: Ps. 105:8 

P  He remembers his covenant forever, 

   the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

C  Seek the LORD and his strength; 

   seek his presence continually! 

P  Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

   his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

C  O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

   children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

P  He is the LORD our God; 

   his judgments are in all the earth. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  He remembers his covenant forever, 

   the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your 

mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to 

the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Please be seated 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–9 
 

 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 

curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 

was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took 

Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they 

had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 

out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of 

Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared 

to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there 

an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the 

hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west 

and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the 

name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 

 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 

to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one 
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who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the 

one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the 

one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 

world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 

the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law 

there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 

grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the 

law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of 

us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

I’d Rather Have Jesus Men’s Vocal Ensemble 
 
 
Please stand 

 

Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 

do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said 

to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 

of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
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8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 

“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 
11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to 

what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

The Nicene Creed  

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB 571 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, Stettin, ca. 1778 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

 

Sermon  
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God Loves Me Dearly LSB 182 

 

 

 

 
                                      Text: tr. composite; August Rische, 1819–1906 Tune: German Text and tune: Public domain 

Please stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
  

 P   Lord, in your mercy: 

 C Hear our prayer.  
 

 P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C  Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the 

assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that 

with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate 

the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Please be seated 

 

Distribution 

 
Arise, Come Ye Sinners Handbell Choir 

 
When I Behold Jesus Christ LSB 542 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): tr. Hartmut Schoenherr, with Jim and Aurelia Keefer; (st. 4): Joseph Herl, 1959 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and tune: Almaz Belhu 
Text (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and tune: © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
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Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart LSB 708 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Installation of Officers 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Hearing Impaired 

Worshippers may request a personal radio amplifier from an usher. These can be used 
anywhere in the sanctuary. 

Sight Saving Editions 

Large print copies of this Worship Bulletin and Bibles are available from an usher. 
 

Communion 

Those baptized and confirmed Christians who share our Lutheran confession of faith are 
welcome to receive the Lord’s Supper with us.  Since the Lord’s Supper is a testimony of our 
unity in faith and love, those Christians of a different confession of faith who desire to receive 

the Sacrament are asked to speak with a Pastor before worship.  All are welcome to come to 

the altar and receive a blessing.  The desire to receive a blessing can be indicated by crossing 
arms over the chest.   
 
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  After communion, individual cups are to be 
placed in the baskets near the aisle.  For further discussion and a guide to self-examination 

before communion, see the Holy Communion Guide in the pew pocket. 
 

Communion in the Pew 
Please notify an usher if you would like to be served communion in the pew. 

 

Care Needed During Worship 
Should you or anyone with you today experience a health-related problem, look for someone 
wearing a yellow lanyard/nametag (seated on the center aisle left side as you exit sanctuary). 
They have specialized training to assist you. 
 

Nursery Available 

Children are welcome in worship here at Zion but if a little one (or their parent) needs a short 
break, the church lobby is available for walking and comforting. The nursery is located to the 
left as you exit the sanctuary if you should need a quiet space. Diaper changing stations are 
located in the handicapped stalls of the restrooms. 

 


