AANANNANANNNS

Faster Jove [ etters
from (God
°8
. Regource and

% Activity Pack




INTRODUCTION

The regources and adlivities contained in thig pack are degigned to be uged by familieg during
Hely Week or childrens minigtry leaders during Eagter. Theg are baged on using the bock
Eagter Love Letters from Ged by Glenys Nellist. The adlivities are geared toward %-10 year-olds.
The book containg seven stories, For each day of Hely Week, beginning on Monday (a recap of
Palm Sunclay) and ending with Regurrection Dag, familieg are invited to share one gtory from
the bock and follow it with suggested activities. Each c[ag lookg like this;

® Scripture Reaclihg (Use your tranglation of choice)

® Reading a sfory from Eagter Love Letters from Ged

® Convergation Starters

L4 prayer (Use the one included here or invite a family member (o pray)
® Bible Verge

L] Family Activity

WHAT YOU NEED

e Eagter Love Letters from GGed

® Bible

® Cardstock, to print the activity sheets (White workg best for the coloring sheets)
® Scigsorg

L4 (j]ue

° Cragohs or markersg

® Paint & Brugheg

® Hole Punch

® Binder Rings or Paper Fagteners

Before you begin your cjourhey through HOIE Week, print off the signed bookplate on paper
and glue it ingide the front cover of the beok. Usihg cardgtock, print a bookmark for each child
and have them wrile their name on the back. Let them uge it each clay to mark where you are
up to in the book.
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put their name on the back.
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MONDAY: RIDE INTO JERUSALEM

1 Scripture Reac[ihg
Matthew 21 1-11

2. Cagler Love Letlerg from gcd Storg
Read King of Kings, including the love letter and Gods Wonderful Words to You.

8. Convergation Starters

The love letter sags:Jesus came {o heal ug from everything that hurlg us, and {e fill cur liveg
with joy, hope, forgivenegs and peace. The more you get to know Jesus, the more youll digcover
that thig can be your life {oo

How can we get to know Jesus more?
How do you think we can fight hafred and gadnegs and unkindnegs with love?
Lock at the picture of Jesus on p. 6 of the book. What do you think hes thinking?

2 Prager
Dear Ged, thank you for Jesus. Thank you that he wag brave enough to ride that donkey into
Jerusalem, even though he could have turned around and gone back. Thank you that Jesus

came to heal ug Thank you that he came to take away hate and sadnegs and unkindness bg

teaching us how to love. Amen.

8. Bible Verse

Print the activity sheet, Geds Wonderful Wordg to You on cardgtock. (One gheet per family
member is best) Cut out the verse for today. Punch a hole where indicated and attach to a
binder ring or paper fastener. One verse will be added each day. See Fun Wags to Learn the
Bible Verse on the last page of thig guide, if you wish to extend thig activity.

6. Family Activity
Print the King of Kings picture on white cardstock for each family member {o color.
Open the book to p& of the book if children want to copy the colors
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Ged's Wonderful
Wordg to You

Print the activity sheet on cardsfock. One gheet per family member
is best) Cut out the verge for today. Punch a hele where indicated
and attach to a binder ring or paper fagtener. One verse will be
added each c[ag. See Fun Ways to Learn the Bible Verse on the
lagt page of thig guide, if you wish to extend thig acivity.

If you love one ancther, Notlﬂihg at all can

[ am the Lord
who healg you.

everyone will know ever geparale ug
3 . you are my disciples, from Geds love.
Exodug 1626 | | | John 1535 | Romang 859

I o aIWacljS \ I o about to 1o . You are all children

: < of God by believi
WIU"[ you. /6 SOmetlelg Hew: ? in Cgl,r\ris’; -

Matthew 2820 “ Igala]n 1519 Galatiang 526
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TUESDAY: WASHING FEET

(£ Scripture Reac[ing
John 181-17

2. Eagler Love Letlerg from gOC[ Story
Read What Love Lookg Like, including the love letter and Gedy Wonderful Words to You.

8. Convergation Starters

Lock at the picture of Jesus on p9. of the bock. What do you think he’s Sagihg? How do you
think the digciples felt when Jesug wag waghing their feet? Try to imagine that Jesus i waghing
your feet. What would yeu say to him?

2'. pl"agel"

Dear God, it is so amazing that your Son would get down on hig hands and knees and wagh
all thoge dirtg feet. Thank you that when he did that, he showed ug what love real[y lookg like.
Help us to try t love others, like Jesus did. Amen.

8. Bible Verse
Cut out Ged's Wonderful Words to You for this day and add to your ring binder or paper

fagtener.

6. Family Activity
As a family, agk this question fogether:

What can [ do to ghow my paren{, my sibling, my friend, my neighbor, or my teacher
that [ am a digciple?

Braingtorm geveral ideag of practical things each family member could do o show love to each
of thege people. Give everyone a sheet of Disciple Coupong. €ach pergon writes or draws
their ideag on the coupong, and then giveg them out te their family members/ teacher/ friend/
neighbor.

Some ideag might be: Coupoh (jood For:
® Helping Clean Your Room (For gibling)
® A chore of your choice (For parent or feacher)
® Baking your favorite cookieg (For neighbor)
® Helping with your homework (For friend)

Optional Family Activitg
Participate in foot-waghing ag a familct}
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™ DISCIPIG COMPOYIS

Each pergon writeg or draw their ideag on the coupong, and then
gives them out to their family members/ teacher/ friend/ neighbor.

DISCIPLE COUPON FOR * DISCIPLE COUPON FOR * DISCIPLE COUPON FOR *

GOOD FOR: GOOD FOR: GOOD FOR:

REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT. REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT.
EXPIRATION DATE: NEVER! EXPIRATION DATE: NEVERI EXPIRATION DATE: NEVER!
If you love one ancther, everyone will If you love one another, everyone will If you love one ancther, everyone will

know you are my disciples. John 1555 know you are my disciples. John 1838 know you are my disciples. John 15:38

DISCIPLE COUPON FOR * DISCIPLE COUPON FOR * DISCIPLE COUPON FOR *

GOOD FOR GOOD FOR: GOOD FOR:

REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT. REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT
EXPIRATION DATE: NEVER! EXPIRATION DATE: NEVERI EXPIRATION DATE: NEVER!
If you love one ancther, everyone will If you love one another, everyone will If you love one ancther, everyone will

know you are my digciples, John 15385 know you are my disciples. John 1838 know you are my digciples. John 1535

DISCIPLE COUPON FOR * DISCIPLE COUPON FOR *

GOOD FOR: GOOD FOR:

REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT REEDEMABLE WHENEVER YOU WANT.
EXPIRATION DATE: NEVERI EXPIRATION DATE: NEVERI
If you love one ancther, everyone will If you love one another, everyone will

know you are my digciples. John 15:55 know you are my disciples. John 1858
J Y <18<Ip Y Y <15CIp

Thankg to Dema Kohen for permigsion
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WEDNESDAY: LAST SUPPER

(£ Scripture Reac[ihg
Luke 224%-20 & John 1%11-6

2. Cagler Love Letlerg from gcd Storg
Read The Secret Sup]oer‘, ihcludihg the love lefler and
Geods Wonderful Wordg to You.

8. Convergation Starters

Look carefully at the pictureg on p. 12-15 of the book. Which digciple do you think might be
Judag Iscariot—the one who would tell Jesus enemies where fo find him? Whg do you think that
one might be Judas?

Look at the different expressiong on the digciples faces.
What do you think they are feeling?
Read the love letter again. What did you see in your mind?

2| Prayer

Dear Ged, it is so hard {o imagine what heaven is likel But it must be a wonderful placel Thank
you that Jesus hag got heaven all ready for ug. Amen.

5. Bible Verge
Cut cut Ged's Wonderful Words to You for this day and add o your ring binder or paper

fagtener.

6. Family Activity

Look at the depiction of heaven on p. 16 of the book. Ig thig similar or different to what you
saw when you cloged your eyeg? Use the aclivity sheef, 'Mayloe Heaven i Like This' to draw or
write or paint what you think heaven ig like. Encourage children bctj agking:

What colorg do you think of when you gee heaven? What ghapes? What words?
What kindg of roomg?
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1 Scripture Reac[ihg 5 =
Mark 14: 52-%42 MiAaan
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THURSDAY. THE GLOOMY GARDEN

2 Cagler Love Letlerg from (::jod Story
Read The g]oomy (jardeh, including the love letter and Cde'g Wonderful Words to You.

8. Convergation Starters
Lock at the picture on p. 18. Can you gpot Judas Iscariot? How ig he feeling?
How doeg Jesus feel?

® What ig the hardest thing you ever prayed about?
® How doeg it make you feel fo know that Ged is always with gou?

2| Prayer
Dear (jm{, thank you that you were with Jesus on the night he wag arrested. Thank you that

you are alwayg with ug, no matter how were feeling. Amen.

8. Bible Verse
Cut cut Ged's Wonderful Words to You for this day and add to your ring binder or paper

fagtener.

- 0. Family Ac’[ivity

Create your own Garden of Gethsemane scene uging the cut ouls provided.
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715 gar den of gethgemahe.

Cut out the templates below and glue onto the next page to create your own

Garden of Gethgemane scene.
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Garden of (ethgemane.

Cut out the templates below and glue onto the next page to create your own

Garden of Gethgemane scene.







GOOD FRIDAY: THE DARKEST DAY

1 Scripture Reac[ihg
Matthew 27245-54

2. Cagler Love Letlerg from gcc[ Story
Read The Darkest Day, including the love letter and Ged's Wonderful
Words to You.

8. Convergation Starters
Look at the picture of the two goldiers on p. 21 of the book.
What are they doing? Now turn the page. What are they doing now?

When Jesug died, the rocks shatlered. Find all the rocks broken apart,
Whﬂ do you think that happened?

What do you think of the colorg the artist uged on p. 22 of the book?

| Prayer

Dear Ged, even though Jesus died and it wag so sad, we know that this wag net the end of
the gtory. We know that Jesus would come back to lifel Thank you so much for thaf amazing
miracle, and for that happy ending Amen.

‘ 8. Bible Verse
Cut out Cde'g Wonderful Words to You for this c[ay and add to your ring binder or
paper fagtener.

6. Family Activity
Print the Good Fridag Crogs’ activity sheet on white cardgtock, one per family member:
Follow the instructions.
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ood Friday Cross

Use paint, crayeng or markers to color the crogs. Trg to uge gimilar
colorg to thoge found on p.22 of the book. Then cut the crogs out,
(Be sure to save it.. 3ou'll be turning it over and uging it on Sunday]
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SATURDAY: THE QUIET CAVE

1 Scripture Reac[ihg
John 19: 5842

2. Cagler Love Letlerg from gcc[ Story
Read The Quiet Cave, including the love lefter and QOJS Wonderful Words to You.

8. Conversation Starters

Look carefully at the pictureg on p. 24-28 of the book.

How do theg make you feel?

Turn the page. What gigng of new life do you gee?

How do you think a caterpillar feels when it wakeg up and hag become a butferf]y?
How do you think Jesus might have felt when he came back o life?

| Prayer

Dear Ged, thank yeu for gurpriges, and new life, and the amazing thing you were doing ingide
that quiet cave. Amen.

8. Bible Verse
Cut out Gods Wonderful Words to You for Saturday and add {o your ring binder or paper

fagtener.

6. Family Ac’[ivity: Beautiful Butterflies!
Use the Beautiful Buﬁerflﬂ' template to create butlerflies,
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Beautiful Bufferflieg

Put blobg of paint on one gide of the _u:ﬂolf os_&. Omxm?:u fold down
the center, gmooth over the paint and peel open. When dry, cut them out
and make your own beautiful V:ﬂ@ﬁ& &mlm&. Challenge: Can you make a
T:@nxzu like the one on p. 272
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SUNDAY: THE SUPER SURPRISE

1 Scripture Reac[ihg
Mark 16:1-7

2. Cagler Love Letlerg from god Storg
Read The Super Surprise, including the love lefter and God's Wonderful Words to You.

8. Convergation Starters

Look at the pictures and colorg on p. 28 & 29. How do they make you feel?

Look at the picture of Marg Magdalene running to Jesus on p. 51

What do you think she might be sayihg?

Lock at the different titles for Jesus in the love letfer. Which one do you like best and whg?

2'. pr‘agel"
Sag the prayer together that is contained in the love leffer, or have an adult say il one phrage

at a time while children repeat.

5. Bible Verse
Cut out Gedss Wonderful Words to You for Sbmday and add to your ring binder or paper
fagtener. Now that you have all 7 verges, talk about which one you like most and whg.

6. Family Activity: Trangforming the Cross

Print out the Transforming the Crogs activity sheet on cardgtock. Take the crogs that you made
on Good Friday, turn it over and cover it with the flowers Now your cross ig trangformed from

a crogs of degpair to a cross of hope.

You'l algo find an exira €agler coloring gheef included for thig day.

Cloging Activity
Use the 'MH Love Letler to God' template to write to God. Once your leffer ig written, geal it in
an envelope, place it in the back of your Bible, and write on the front 'My Love Letter to Gyod,

To Be Opened on Eagfer Suhday.' Deonl open it until next year.
For ideag of what to write:

Lock back through the book and talk about your favorite gtory.

Lock back through the daily Bible vergeg and talk about your favorite one.
What wag the best part of Eagter for you this Mear?

Where did you gee (ed thig Eagter?
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wi: Trangforming the Crogs

Cut out the flowers below and glue them on the other side of the crogs you made
on (Good Fridag. ’
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The big stone had been moved. The cave was empty.
The sun was shining. Jesus, King of the whole world,
was alive again! The trees clapped their hands. The
flowers danced for joy. The birds flew high over the
fields and carried the news—the most wonderful news
that the world has ever heard—]Jesus is alive!
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Fun Wayg to Learn
5.2 the Bible Verge £:2 (

A

, t: Whigper the verge together, then repeal it, getting louder & louder. Now repeat it again,

returning o a whigper.

2 Use a puppet, who reallg wanlg to learn the verge, buf forgels different wordg each time.
Children will be eager fo teach’ it.

5. Play Bible Bible Verse' (a vergion of Duck, Duck, Geoge). Sit in a circle. Chooge one child
to walk around the oulgide of the group while everyone repealg the verse fogether. On every

word, the pergon gently toucheg each head. Whoever they land on for the lagt word chages
them around the circle back to their place. Continue with the new pergon.

A Make up or uge known gign language for each word.
9. Children say firgt word, adult says next. Then gwap over.

6. Play Sparkle. Go around the group, each saying one word of verse including chapter &
verse reference. After the last one hag spoken, the next person says Sparkle’ and then the

next one ig ouf, Continue until you have a winner.

7. Make cardg with each word on, Jumble up and rearrange.
8. Attach the cards to your clothing. Kidg & adullg line up in correct order.

9. Use a whiteboard. Write the verse. Erage one word ag kids cloge their eyes. Take turng to
fill in the migsing words,

10. For verses that have 2 digtinct phrages, play Marco Polo: One child gtandg in middle
of group, blindfeld, and gays the firsf phrage. Others respond with 2nd phrage. The one

blindfelded must find ancther child. Continue until gomeone is caught & then that person ;
goeg in the middle. fiads
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The Love Letterg from Ged geries

from glehyg Nellist ;¢

Available wherever ]300](3 are SO]d

A Lift-the-Flap book

[ove Qt’@{s
from Lol

i
R

Little Love Letters from God: Love Letters from God: Bible Stories
Bible Storeg Board Book for a Girlg Heart Hardcover
$9.99

Jove Letter's
from God

NIV Love Letterg from God  Imitation Leather, Magenta Chrigtmag Love Letfers from God:
HOIy Bible Hardcover 352199 Bible Stories Hardcover
$27.99 $16.99

Glenys Nellist wag bern and raiged in a litfle village in nerthern England. Her steries and poems have
been published in childrens magazines where her writing reflects a deep pagsion for bringing the
Bible {o life for young children. Glenys lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, with her hugband, David




