| Bread for the World
8 An Informal Eucharist

Wednesday 11 January 2023

Introit Brightest and best of the sons of the morning Archer
Welcome and Opening Prayers Revd Sally Hitchiner

Creator God,
Come to us, in the difference of every life gathered
Come to us in song
Come to us in word
Come to us in stillness and silence
Come to us in our care for one another
Come to us in bread and wine
Come to us in flesh and blood
Reach out across time
Be present in all time.
All  Amen

All  Come Jesus, be our guest,
Stay with us for day is ending.
With friend, with stranger,
With young and old,

With the lost and found
Be among us tonight
Our guest our host

The one who says all — all are welcome here.

Opening Hymn

1 From the eastern mountains
pressing on they come,
wise men in their wisdom,
to his humble home;
stirred by deep devotion,
hasting from afar,
ever journeying onward,
guided by a star.
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2 There their Lord and Saviour
meek and Igwli/ lay
wondrous light that led them
onward on their way,
ever now to lighten
nations from afar,
as they journey homeward
by that guiding star.

3 Gather in the outcasts,
all who've gone astray;
throw thy radiance o'er them,
gnwde them on their wa¥:

ose who never knew thee,

those who've wandered far,
guide them by the brightness
of thy guiding star.

4 Onward through the darkness
of the Ionely "'Pht'
shining still before them
with th knd!}l light, _
ﬁwde them, Jew and Gentile,
omeward from afar.
young and old together,
y thy guiding star.

5 Until every nation
whether bond or free,
‘neath thy star-lit banner,
Jesus, follow thee ]
o'er the distant mountains
to that heavenly home,
where nor sin nor sorrow
evermore shall come.

Godfrey Thring (1823-1903)

Prayers of Forgiveness

God longs to be with us. But we often live in alienation from God,
ourselves, one another and God'’s creation. Therefore in the light of
Christ let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.
Because the world is beautiful but beauty is easily destroyed, we

need you.
Lord, have mercy.

All  Lord, have mercy.
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All

All

All

Because we often abandon you and turn away and walk past and
are afraid and countless times betray you but you love us to the
end and win a victory over all hatred, we need you.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Because we have your message to proclaim, because we have
your kingdom to build, because there are so many in need of your
love, because we have your life to live.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

And Jesus said "Your sins are forgiven"

In the name of the Father who created you and waits to welcome
you home, in the name of the Son who searches for you, in the
name of the Spirit who brings the healing of forgiveness and calls
you to do the same, you have been set free.

Amen.

Words on the Edge Matthew 2:1-15

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him,
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. T

hey told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been

written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and
pay him homage.”



When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother,

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up,
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt | have
called my son.”

Reflection James Fawcett Gifts and What to Do With Them

Anthem Star of wonder Bullard

Prayers
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Prayer of Concern

Prayer of Hope
Each prayer ends with "We pray to you'
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Sharing of the Peace
God of eternal peace, who offers the gift of peace and whose
children are the peacemakers; pour your peace into our hearts, that
conflict and anger may cease. Peace is the qift of the Risen Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
Let us offer each other a sign of that peace
Gathering Hymn
1  Hail to the Lord's Anointed,

Great David's greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,

His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,

To set the captive free,
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.

continued...



2 He comes, with succour speedy,
To those who suffer wrong;
To help the poor and needy,
And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Were precious in his sight.

3 He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth;
And love, g"oy, hope, like flowers,
Spring in his path to birth;
Before him, on the mountains,
Shall peace the herald fqo;
And righteousness, in fountains,
From hill to valley flow.

4 Kings shall bow down before him,
And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore him,
His praise all people sing;
To him shall prayer unceasing
And daily vows ascend,
His kingdom still increasing,
A kingdom without end.

5 O'er every foe victorious,
He on his throne shall rest;
From age to age more glorious,
All-blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand for ever,
His changeless name of Love.

James Montgomery (1771-1854)

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you

Together we pray:

All  Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free, and fill
each one of us with your love from on high. Gather your ‘oeople
from the ends of thé earth to feast at your table with all your

saints.



All

All

All

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray in our first language the prayer our Saviour taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will'be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins ] .

as we forgive those who sin against us. _
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

Look, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is broken for the life of the
world. The gifts of God for the people of God.
Jesus Bread of Life, Bread which is broken, Bread for the world.

Communion Anthem Be still, for the presence of the Lord
Evans arr. Shephard

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Word for us to speak, You
are the Truth for us to tell; You are the Light for us to light in
the darkness, You are the Bread of Life for us to share.

Notices

Thanksgiving Hymn

Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise,
manifested b¥ the star,

to the sages from afar;

branch of royal David's stem

in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed
God in Man made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan's stream,

Prophet, Priest and King supreme;

and at Cana wedding-guest

in thy Godhead manifest;

manifest in power divine,

changing water into wine:

anthems be to thee addressed,

God in Man made manifest. ,
continued...



All

Manifest in makin% whole
palsied limbs and fainting soul;
manifest in valiant flght,
quelling all the devil's might;
manifest in gracious will,

ever brin%in% good from ill:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in Man made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
mirrored in thy holy word;

may we imitate thee now,

and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we like to thee may be

at thy great Epiphany;

and manI praise thee, ever blest,
God in Man made manifest.

Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885), and Compilers of Rejoice and Sing

Blessing

Go simply, lightly, gently
Go with obedience

Go with love
And the blessing of Aimighty God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.

Amen

Blessing Anthem Irish blessing Chilcott












If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us continue
with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards the
worshiping life of the church. You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10
(texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out,

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving.

Thank you.

Pianist: Polina Sosnina
vocalist: Isabelle Palmer
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