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Executive Summary
The 2020 presidential election is consequential in determining control of the White House, 
U.S. Congress, and down ballot races at the state and local levels; it is also critical as we 
prepare for the 2021 redistricting cycle. For the second time in U.S. history, voters of color 
represent majority voting blocs in three states1 and the District of Columbia in the 2020 
election. Amongst the share of Democratic voters, voters of color represent the majority 
voting bloc in approximately 17 states2.  Of these 17 states, Latinos make up the plurality of 
non-Whinon-White registered Democrats in 5 states3.  Latino voters join Asian American, Native 
American, and Black voters to form the country’s new majority, a voting bloc of non-white 
voters who are set to transform electoral politics for decades to come due to the nation’s 
changing demographic landscape.

The 2020 Democratic presidential nominating contest enters a critical phase, whereby 
states with more diverse voting blocs than Iowa and New Hampshire will determine who, 
of the remaining candidates, they prefer for the party’s nomination. On the eve of Super 
TTuesday, it is critical to assess the true power of voters of color—Asian Americans, Blacks, 
Latinos, Native Americans—in determining control of the White House, Congress, and down 
ballot races. UCLA LPPI calculated the number of eligible voters, registered voters, share of 
Democratic voters, and share of Democratic delegates for all 50 states (See Appendix I). 
For purposes of best identifying the strength of the Latino vote, this report focuses on the 
nation’s ten most populous Latino states: Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, and Texas, to make clear that Latinos, 
ccombined with other voters of color, are fundamental to the outcomes of the November 
presidential election. 
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 1  The three states include: California, Hawaii, and New Mexico. This fact is also true of the 2016 Presidential election. 
 2  UCLA LPPI identified the following jurisdictions where the new majority (voters of color) represent the majority share of all 
Democratic voters: Alabama, Arizona, California, Washington, DC, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, 
Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia. 
3  Latinos make up a plurality of non-White voters in Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, and Texas. 



Changing Demographic 
Landscape Gives Rise 
to the New Majority

The U.S. Census Bureau projects that the country’s overall population will become “majority
-minority” by 2043.4  Today, no single racial or ethnic group alone represents a majority of 
the country’s under-18 population. Instead, the fastest-growing racial or ethnic groups are 
those that identify as two or more races, followed by Asian Americans and Latinos.5  The 
growth of a youthful minority population, a result of immigration and birth rates among 
racially diverse groups, is keeping the U.S. from aging faster than it would otherwise. 
UltimaUltimately, the U.S. population is expected to grow slowly, age rapidly, and become more 
racially and ethnically diverse.6 These demographic trends represent a shift to a more 
pluralistic nation, whereby an aging and declining white population is supported by a 
younger and growing plurality of color. These population changes make clear that people 
of color, America’s new majority, are the country’s economic engine, future workforce, and 
greatest share of new voters.
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 4  Jonathan Vespa, David Armstrong, and Lauren Medina, U.S. Census Bureau, Report Number P25-1144, Demographic 
Turning Points for the United States: Population Projections for 2020 to 2060, February 2020.
 5  See Jonathan Vespa, et al.
6  See Jonathan Vespa, et al., noting that for Latinos and those that identify as two or more races, increases are driven by 
natural increases, whereas the driving force for Asian American population growth is net international migration.



 
Methodology

UCLA LPPI researchers analyzed 2008, 2012, and 2016 voting trends and created linear 
estimators to predict the total number of eligible voters, registered voters, and turnout for 
2020 by state (See Appendix I). Racial and ethnic projections by party identification were 
informed by a combination of national and state survey data by race and party 
preference, exit poll data, and oûicial vote histories. It is important to note that because the 
linear estimators for each racial/ethnic group and total population are independent of 
each each other, the summation of total projected turnout for each racial/ethnic group is slightly 
higher than our projection for total turnout in 2020. This analysis represents a forecast of 
the new majority’s electoral promise (eligible voters), and impact (registered voters) on the 
2020 presidential election. 
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Findings
UCLA LPPI forecasts a total turnout of 140,269,000 voters in this year’s general election - 
an increase of nearly 3 million voters compared to November 2016. Non-Hispanic white 
voters will represent a little over 70 percent of all votes this November (approximately 
100,451,000 votes). The new majority are slated to represent almost 30 percent of all 
votes in November, which includes an estimated 18,903,00 Black voters, 14,849,000 
Latino voters, and 6,415,000 from Asian American voters.7 However, in a number of critical 
sstate contests,8 white voters will not represent the majority of voters, giving the new 
majority an outsized role in those state’s presidential contests. 

The importance of the new majority is nowhere clearer than in the Democratic Primary 
contests, where voters of color represent greater shares of all voters since they lean 
Democrat at higher rates than their white peers. Using a combination of national and state 
survey data by race and party preference, exit poll data, oûicial vote history by 
race/ethnicity, and state election results, UCLA LPPI estimated the 2020 Democratic vote 
shashare and delegate determination by race/ethnicity. At publication, only 101 of the 3,979 
total pledged delegates have been allocated.9 10Moving forward, UCLA LPPI projects that 
2051.6 of all pledged delegates will be determined by non-Hispanic white voters, 648.7 by 
Latino voters, 997.4 by Black voters, and 269.3 by Asian American voters. Nationally, UCLA 
LPPI’s projections suggest that non-Hispanic White voters will represent just over half of the 
share of all Democratic delegates. 

 

 7  Because the linear estimators for each racial/ethnic group and total population are independent of each other, the 
summation of total projected turnout for each racial/ethnic group is slightly higher than our projection for total turnout in 
2020. 
 8  Non-white voters outnumber white voters in California, Hawaii, and New Mexico. 
9  Note that this number does not include the 771 “automatic” delegates, or “superdelegates.”
10  Polling on New Hampshire and UCLA LPPI’s analysis of Latino dense precincts in Iowa and Nevada suggest that of the 101 
pledged delegapledged delegates awarded thus far, 74 have been determined by non Hispanic Whites, 13 by Latinos, 9 by Blacks, and 5 by 
Asian Americans.  



The Power of the New 
Majority in the Nation’s 
10 Most Populous Latino 

States Majority
This study examines the voting strength of the new majority in the top 10 most populous 
Latino states. The growth of the Latino population in the United States will inform electoral 
politics, and the implications of the Latino vote are best examined in jurisdictions with the 
largest population of Latinos. The aûinity of Latinos and other voters of color to identify 
with the Democratic party works to increase their share of a state’s registered voters as it 
relates to the Democratic primary contests. For example, UCLA LPPI estimates that Latinos 
rrepresent 29 percent of all voters in Arizona, but 36 percent of the state’s Democratic voters. 
To forecast the electoral strength of voters of color, this analysis examined the racial/ethnic 
demographic share of voters for all 50 states (See Appendix I), but focuses on the top 
country’s 10 most populous Latino states. 

This section reviews the voting strength of voters of color in 10 states, in the order of the 
2020 Democratic primary calendar. From this perspective, the first state examined is 
Nevada, which facilitated its caucuses on February 22, 2020. Next, are California, 
CColorado, and Texas, which will hold their primaries on Super Tuesday (March 3rd), followed 
by Arizona, Florida, and Illinois who will hold their primaries on March 17, 2020.11 These 
states are followed by New York (April 28), and  New Jersey and New Mexico, which hold 
their primaries on June 2nd. UCLA LPPI estimates that Latino voters will account for 37 
percent of all Democratic delegates; 348 delegates total. Based on the calendar for the 
Democratic primary, 50 percent of Latino voters’ share of their Democratic delegates 
would have been allocated by March 17, 2020.11 As the democratic primary field continues 
tto narrow, Latino voters will play an outsized role early on, due in large part to the 
placement of the California primary on Super Tuesday. 
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 11  Based on UCLA LPPI’s forecast, Latino voters will have an estimated 327.2 Democratic delegates from the Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Nevada and Texas contests combined; all of which occur on or before March 17, 2020. 
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Figure 1.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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NEVADA

Nevada held their Democratic Caucus on Saturday, February 22nd, to decide the 
allocation of the state’s 36 delegates. Of these 36 delegates, UCLA LPPI’s forecast estimates 
15.6 (43.4 percent) were determined by white voters, 10 (27.8 percent) by Latino voters, 6.5 
(18 percent) by Black voters, and 3.9 (10.8 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 1).12 

In the November general election, UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 1,258,000 votes 
ccast in Nevada. Of these, an estimated 779,000 votes (61.9 percent) will ]be cast by white 
voters, 246,000 votes (19.6 percent) by Latino voters, 133,000 votes (10.6 percent) by Black 
voters, and 105,000 votes (8.3 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 2). 
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Figure 2.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.

 12  At publication, we are still waiting for full data on the Nevada primary to evaluate the approximate 
delegate breakdown by race/ethnicity in that state’s primary.   
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Figure 3.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.

36.2%33.9%10.4%19.6%

Asian Black Latino White/Non-Hispanic

Expected share of all 
Democratic voters (Pct.)

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450

415

150.1140.643.081.3

Number of Democratic delegates

The Power of the New Majority 

CALIFORNIA
California will hold its Democratic Primary on March 3rd, Super Tuesday, representing a 
dramatic shift from prior contests, where the state held its primary in June, when the 
primary field is significantly smaller. In the primary, California will allocate 415 delegates to 
its preferred candidates. Of these 415 delegates, 150.1 (36.2 percent) will be determined by 
white voters, 140.6 (33.9 percent) by Latino voters, 43 (10.4 percent) by Black voters, and 
8181.3 (19.6 percent) by Asian American voters. In the November general election, UCLA LPPI 
projects a total turnout of 14,490,000 votes cast in California  (See Figure 3). Of these, 
7,733,000 votes (53.4 percent) will be from white voters, 3,715,000 (25.6 percent) from 
Latino voters, 943,000 (6.5 percent) from Black voters, and 2,236,000 (15.4 percent) from 
Asian American voters  (See Figure 4). 
 

*Numbers in 
the thousands
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Figure 4.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 5.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.

Asian Black Latino White/Non-Hispanic
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COLORADO

Colorado will hold its Democratic Primary on March 3rd, where it will allocate 67 delegates 
to its preferred candidates. Of these 67 delegates, 47.5 (70.8 percent) will be determined 
by white voters, 11.4 (17 percent) by Latino voters, 6.7 (10 percent) by Black voters, and 1.4 
(2.1 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 5). In the November general election, 
UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 2,902,000 votes cast in Colorado. Of these, an 
eestimated 2,440,000 votes (84.1 percent) will be cast by white voters,  286,000 (9.9 
percent) by Latino voters, 139,000 (4.8 percent) by Black voters, and 37,000 (1.3 percent) 
by Asian American voters  (See Figure 6).  

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 6.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 7.

The expected share of all Democrat votes race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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TEXAS

Texas will hold its Democratic Primary on March 3rd, where it will allocate 228 delegates to 
its preferred candidates. Of these 228 delegates, 88.9 (39 percent) will be determined by 
white voters, 66.3 (29.1 percent) by Latino voters,  59.3 (26 percent) by Black voters, and 
13.5 (5.9 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 7). In the November general election, 
UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 10,092,000 votes cast in Texas. Of these, 6,028,000 
vvotes (59.7 percent) will be cast by white voters, 2,187,000 votes (21.7 percent) by Latinos, 
1,514,000 votes (15 percent) by Black voters, and 459,000 (4.6 percent) by Asian American 
voters (See Figure 8).  

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 8.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 9.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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ARIZONA
Arizona will hold its Democratic Primary on March 17th, where it will allocate 67 delegates 
to its preferred candidates. Of these 67 delegates, 33.2 (49.5 percent) are expected to come 
from white voters, 24.4 (36.4 percent) from Latino voters, 6.3 (9.4 percent) from Black voters, 
1.1 (1.7 percent) from Asian American voters, and 2 (3 percent) from Native American voters 
(See Figure 9). In the November general election, UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 
2,8312,831,000 votes cast in Arizona. Of these, 1,895,000 votes (66.9 percent) will be cast by 
white voters, 697,000 (24.6 percent) by Latino voters, 149,000 (5.3 percent) by Black 
voters, 30,000 (1.1 percent) by Asian American voters, and 61,000 (2.2 percent) by 
Native American voters (See Figure 10).  

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 10.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 11.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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FLORIDA
Florida will hold its Democratic Primary on March 17th, where it will allocate 219 delegates 
to its preferred candidates. Of these 219 delegates, 107.5 delegates (49.1 percent) will be 
decided by white voters, 50 (22.8 percent) by Latino voters, 53.6 (24.5 percent) by Black 
voters, and 7.9 (3.6) by Asian American voters (See Figure 11). In the November general 
election, UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 8,839,000 votes cast in Florida. This includes 
5,7615,761,000 votes (65.2 percent) cast by white voters, 1,804,000 (20.4 percent) from Latino 
voters, 1,131,000 (12.8 percent) from Black voters, and 225,000 (2.5 percent) from Asian 
American voters (See Figure 12).  

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 12.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 13.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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ILLINOIS
Illinois will hold its Democratic Primary on March 17th, where it will allocate 155 delegates to 
its preferred candidates. Of these 155 delegates, 79.3 (51.2 percent) will be decided by white 
voters, 24.4 (15.8 percent) by Latino voters, 40.6 (26.2 percent) by Black voters, and 10.6 
(6.9 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 13). In the November general election, 
UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 5,811,000 votes cast in Illinois. Of these, an estimated 
44,085,000 votes (70.3 percent) will be determined by white voters, 621,000 (10.7 percent) 
by Latino voters, 855,000 (14.7 percent) by Black voters, and 297,000 (5.1 percent) by 
Asian American voters (See Figure 14).   

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 14.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 15.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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NEW YORK
New York will hold its Democratic Primary on April 28th, where it will allocate 274 
delegates to its preferred candidates. Of these 274 delegates, 127.7 (46.6 percent) will be 
determined by white voters, 43.5 (15.9 percent) by Latino voters, 84.9 (31 percent) by Black 
voters, and 17.9 (6.5 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 15). In the November 
general election, UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 8,011,000 votes cast in New York. 
Of thOf these, an estimated 5,262,000 votes (65.7 percent) will be cast by white voters, 
1,001,000 (12.5 percent) by Latino voters, 1,602,000 (20 percent) by Black voters, and 
453,000 (5.7 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 16).   

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 16.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.

Asian Black Latino White/Non-Hispanic

46.6%15.9%31.0%6.5%

Expected share of all 
Democratic voters (Pct.)

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

274

127.743.584.917.9

Number of Democratic delegates

000

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

5,262

1,001

1,602

453

White,
non-Hispanic

Latina/o Black Asian



15

Figure 17.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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NEW JERSEY
New Jersey will hold its Democratic Primary on June 2nd, where it will allocate 126 
delegates to its preferred candidates. Of these 126 delegates, 68.7 (54.5 percent) will be 
determined by white voters, 21 (16.7 percent) by Latino voters,  26.7 (21.2%) by Black voters, 
and 9.6 (7.6 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 17). In the November general 
election, UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout of 3,685,000 votes cast in New Jersey. Of 
ththese, an estimated 2,595,000 votes (64.4 percent) will be cast by white voters, 455,000 
(17.7 percent) by Latino voters, 482,000 (13.8 percent) by Black voters, and 222,000 
(7.1 percent) by Asian American voters (See Figure 18).      

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 18.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Figure 19.

The expected share of all Democrat votes by race/ethincity and the number of Democratic 
delegates awarded based on vote.
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NEW MEXICO
New Mexico will hold its Democratic Primary on June 2nd,where it will allocate 34 
delegates to its preferred candidates. Of these 34 delegates, 12 (35.2 percent) will be 
determined by white voters, 15.9 (46.7 percent) by Latino voters,  2.1 (6.3 percent) by Black
voters, 7 (2.1 percent) by Asian American voters, and 3.3 (9.8 percent) by Native American 
voters (See Figure 19). In the November general election, UCLA LPPI projects a total turnout 
of 74of 749,000 votes cast in New Mexico. Of these, an estimated with 357,000 votes (36.6 
percent) will come from white voters, 291,000 (42.7 percent) from Latino voters, 31,000 
(4.2 percent) from Black voters, 13,000 (2.4 percent) fromAsian American voters, and 
57,000 (14.2 percent) from Native American voters (See Figure 20).  

*Numbers in 
the thousands

Figure 20.

Estimated number of votes by race/ethnicity for November 2020 general election.
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Conclusion
The U.S. electorate is fast evolving from a majority-white electorate to an increasingly 
more diverse electorate, with a growing new majority of new voters. This is especially true 
of the Southwest, where states like Arizona, California, Nevada, and Texas have growing 
Latino electorates, fueled by youthful populations aging into the electorate. This report 
finds that voters of color are shaping the 2020 presidential election in novel ways, even in 
states like Iowa, because of the oversized share that voters of color represent in the 
DemocDemocratic primary contests, including in critical battleground states. As the country 
embraces an aging white population alongside a growing youthful population, electoral 
contests will take shape to reflect the electoral preferences of the nation’s new majority. 
These changes are occurring in the current 2020 election cycle and will only magnify in 
the years to come as the new majority faces a new redistricting cycle and future down 
ballot races that will become even more competitive in states like Georgia, Florida, and 
Texas. More attention is necessary to better understand the voting preferences and voter 
participation tparticipation trends of voters of color, but this report suggests that the numerosity of the 
new majority will have an impact on electoral outcomes for decades to come.   
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