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United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

APR 1 8 2012 
Case No. 201108924 

We refer to your April24, 2010 request to the FBI for their file FBI HQ 62-
101831. In the course of responding to your request, the Bureau found one 
State Department document. They asked us to review it for possible release on 
October 11 , 2011. 

We have examined the document and are pleased to enclose it. One citation 
to it is Treaties and Other International Acts Series (TIAS) 3218. Citations to 
subsequent agreements on this subject can be found in the list of Treaties in 
Force at the Department's web site. 

heryl L. Walter, Director 
Office of Information Programs and Services 

Enclosure: 
1 document 
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Following are texts of notes exchanged on May 5 
by the Canadian Embassy and the Depa:rtment of 
State. 

TEXT OF CANADIAN NOTE 

wASHINGTON, D. c. 
May 5, 1955 

No. 306 

Sm, 
I have the honour to refer to my Note No. 791 

of November 16, 1954/ regarding the joint estab
lishment by Canada and the United States of 

I 
America of a comprehensive warning and control 
system against air attack. My Note read in part 
as follows: 

The Canadian Government has now considered a pro
posal put forward through the Permanent Joint Board on 
Defense that the coustructio of t~Distant Early Warn
ing element of the over-all 'oint ' anada-United States 
warning system should be tbe esp~ eHS!nty ofthe Unit~c{ 
States Government. The Canadian Government concurs 
in this proposal subJect to the conclusion at an early date 
of an agreement as to the terms which shall govern the 
work. At the same time, however, the Canadian Gov
ernment wishes to state its intention to participate in 
the project, the nature and extent of such participation 
to be determined in the near future. 

I am instructed by my Government to inform 
you that its participation during the construction 
phase of the project will consist of giving assist
ance rto the United States authorities in organizing 
and using Canadian resources, and to helping by 
making available the facilities o£ the armed forces 
and other agencies of the Canadian Government 
when appropriate. I am ale;o in;structed tO State, 
that the Canadian Government intends to parti-1 cipate effectively in the operation and maint=•nce 

't\1.)\ ~l\il\~\1, Y~l co.\) .~ .. \ja11a~\'0.11 ~U\t~m.~nt oi 'Nov. 
19, see BULLETIN of Nov. 29, 1954, p. 539. 

( 

phase of the project, the character of such partici
pation to be determined on the basis of studies to 
be carried out during the construction phase. 

My Government now proposes that the annexed 
conditions should govern the establishment by the 
United States of a distant early warning system in 
Canadian territory. If these conditions are ac
ceptable to your Government, I suggest that this 
Note and your reply should consti•tute an agree
ment effective from the date of your reply. 

Accept, Sir~ the renewed assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

A. D. P. HEENEY • 

THE HoNOURABLE JOHN FosTER DuLLEs, 

Washington, D. 0. · 
Se()'fetary of State of the United States, 1 

Annex 
STATEMENT OF CONDITIONS TO GOVERN THE ESTABLI.SHMENT 

OF A DISTANT EARLY WARNING SYSTEM IN CAN.l!.DIAN 
\~ ....... ··. 

TERRITORY / --"'\ 

(In this Statement of Conditions, unless the ~nte~t. 
otherwise requires, "Canada" means the Government.._Q~ ) 

Canada; "United States" means the Government of the 
.United States of America; "Distant Early Warning 
' (DEW) System" means all the detection stations, corn-

ea wns ms allations (including relay stations), and 
ancillary facilities, making up that part of the System in 
Canada; "RC.A.F" means the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
and "USAF" means the United States Air Force.) 

1. SitfN DEXED-4Q ~. / .. 
The location and size of all airstrips and the location 

of all sites, roads, wharves and jetties, required for the 
DEW System in Canada shall be a matter of mutual agree-· 
ment by the appropriate agencies of the two Governments. 
Canada will acquire and retain title to all lands required 
for thll system. Canada grants and assures to the United 
States, wi1wmt charge, such rights of access, use, and 
OCCUpan~~may bB rBauired for the consl:rucHon. equlp-

mEll'l'll.I\Ifd operation of the &§.tem. - =4 ~ 
V' NO'T RECORDED , 1, 

2. Liaison .ArrangementB S . i . (} _, 

lt is s.ntiei-pateii that th~it~b~~~~ arry out ';)~ 
the construction ot tlle DEW B;ratem tllroug~ a LJJaiJaKC" 

1
1· , 

---:::-_ MA\ --
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ment contractor appointed by the United States. It is 
understood that the Unit · States and the management 
contractor will establish E ect Office and that 
the participation of intere ed Canadian Government 
agencies in the Project Office is desired to the extent 
necessary for consultation on matters covered in this 
statement of conditions. In addition, the Canadian Gov
ernment may decide to appoint a Special Commissioner 
for the Project, and to assign liaison officers to the con
struction operations in Northern Canada. 

8. Plam,s 

Plans of the buildings, airstrips, roads (including ac
cess roads) and similar facilities, information concern
ing use of local materials, such as rock fill, sand and 
gravel, and information concerning other arrangements 
related to construction and major items of equipment, 
shall, if requested, be supplied to the appropriate Can
adian authorities in sufficient detail to give an adequate 
idea of the scope of the proposed construction. Canadian 
officials shall have the right of inspection during con
struction. Proposals for subsequent construction, or 
major alterations, shall be discussed with the appro
priate Canadian authorities. 

4. PrOVision of lillectronic lilqttipment 

The Canadian Government reaffirms the principle that 
electronic equipment at installations on Canadian terri
tory should, as far as practicable, be manufactured in 
Canada. The question of practicability must, in each case, 
be a matter for consultation between the appropriate 
Canadian and United States agencies to determine the 
application of the principle. The factors to be taken into 
account shall include availability at the time period re
quired, cost and performa cr. For the purpose of apply
ing these principles to th~,· EW ·li~ the DEW Project 
Office shall be used as far as oss1ble as the instrument 
for effective consultation betw n the Canadian and 
United States agencies concerned. 

5. Construction and Procurement (other than lilleotronic 
lilquipment) 

(a) Canadian contractors will be extended equal con
sideration with United States contractors in the 
awarding of construction contracts, and Canadian 
and United States contractors shall have equal 
consideration in the procurement of materials, 
equipment and supplies in either Canada or the 
United States; 

(b) Contractors awarded a contract for construction 
in Canada will be required to give preference to 
qualified Canadian labour for such construction. 

tion, the United States authorities concerned may re
quest the assistance of Canadian authorities in seeking 
appropriate alleviation. In order to facilitate the rapid 
and efficient construction of the DEW System, Canadian 
authorities will give sympathetic consideration to any 
such request submitted by United States Government 
authorities. 

Particular attention is directed to the ordinances of 
the Northwest Territories and Yukon Territory, including 
those relating to the following: 

(a) No game or wildlife shall be taken or molested 
in the Northwest Territories. Licences to bunt in 
Yukon Territory may be purchased from repre
sentatives of the Yukon Territorial Government. 

(b) No objects of archaeological interest or historic 
significance in the Northwest Territories or Yukon 
Territory will be disturbed or removed therefrom 
without .first obtaining the approval of the Ca
nadian Department of Northern Affairs and Na
tional Resources. 

7. Operation and Manning 

(a) The extent of Canadian participation in the initial 
operation and manning of the DEW System shall 
be a matter for later decision by Canada after 
full consultation with the United States. It is 
understood that, in any event, Canada reserve~t 
the right, on reasonable notice, to take over the 
operation and manning of any or all of the in
stallations. Canada will ensure the effective o.p
eration, in association with the United States, of 
any installations it takes over. 

(b) Subject to the foregoing, the United States is au-
. thorized to station personnel at the sites, and to 

operate the DEW System, in accordance with the 
principles of command in effect from time to time 
between the military authorities of the two coun
tries. The overall manning policy as between the 
employment of military and civilian personnel 
shall be the subject of consultation and agreement 
between the two Governments. 

8. Financing 

Unless otherwise provided by Canada, the costs of con
struction and operation of the DEW System shall be the 
responsibility of the United States, with the exception of 
Canadian military personnel costs if Canada should man 
any of the installations. 

9. Period of Operation of the System 

The rates of pay and working conditions for this Canada and the United States agree that, subject to 
labour will be set after consultation with the the availability of funds, the DEW System shall be main-
Canadian Department of Labour in accordance tained in operation for a period of ten years or such 
with the Canadian Fair Wages and Hours of shorter Period as Shall be agreed by both countries in 
Labour Act. the light of their mutual defence interests. Thereafter 

6. Oanadian Law in the event that either Government concludes that an; 
Nothing in this or all of the installations are no longer required, and 

Agreement shall derogate from the the other Government does not agre he question of 
~pplication ~f Canadian l~w Jn Canada, provided that, if continuing need will be referred. to the e an£>nt Joint 
111 unusual ClrCUillStanees ltS 9.'J?-pli.catiOll t\lS.\1 1o.<>.l + 1\C\1\'I'i\ (1n T\o.~"· ' ·~'"'-*' 

~\c 
1 

·~ l\Ju.u 1.\) '\lU.· ~~-., lll conslil~rin.g tb. est'l.on of need, 

\~\~~\\\~ \~\1 ~' ~\~~m\1 \11 ~onsb~ue\:ion or opera:-'-· the Permanent Joint Board on Defence will take into 
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be used by the United States solely for the support of the 
System. If it should be desired at any time by the United 
States to use an air strip for other purposes, requests 
should be forwarded through appropriate channels. The 
air strips shall be available for use by the RCAF as re
quired. The air strips shall also be available for use 
by Canadian civil air carriers operating into or through 
the area, whenever such use would not conflict with mili
tary requirements, and SUBJECT to the understanding 
that the United States Air Force will not be responsible 
for the provision of accommodation, fuel, or servicing 
facilities of any kind. Proposals and arrangements for 
such use of USAF operated air strips by Canadian air 
carriers shall be submitted to the RCAF, which shall 
consult the USAF before granting any such permission. 

16. Landing Facilities 

Landing facilities at any of the stations on tidewater 

l 
will be available for use by Canadian Government ships 

, and . ships employed on Canadian Government business. 

17. Transportat·ion 

Canadian commercial carriers will to the fullest ex
tent practicable be afforded the opportunity to participate 
in movements of project materials, equipment and person
nel within Canada. The United States will select the 
means of transportation and specific carriers for the 
movement of materiel, equipment, and personnel from 
points outside of Canada to DEW System sites, provided 
that in the case of air carriers applicable civil air trans
port agreements and procedures shall be observed. 

18. Resttpply Arrangements 

I 
Because of the special conditions in the Canadian 

Arctic, the Canadian Government has a particular in
terest in the arrangements for the resupply of the DEW 
System. These arrangements shall therefore be a matter 
for later consultation and agreement between the two 
Governments. 

19. TaaJes 

The Canadian Government will grant remission of 
customs duties and excise taxes on goods imported and of 
federal sales and excise taxes on goods purchased in ,
Canada which are or are to become the property of the 
United States Government and are to be used in the 
construction and/or operation of the DEW System, as 
well as refunds by way of drawback of the customs duty 
paid on goods imported by Canadian manufacturers and 
used in the. manufacture or production of goods purchased 
by or on behalf of the United States Government and to 
become the property of the United States Government for 
the construction of the system. 

An.,_--.L! __ . ____ ,ALL--· T-J,.~..,.-,...l.!,... .... .-..1 A. ... .~-,.. ('1,.._.!,....., OOA/J 

21. Supplementary Arrangements and Administrative 

Agreements l 
Supplementary arrangements or administrative agree

ments between authorized agencies of the two Govern
ments may be made from time to time for the purpose of 
carrying out the intent of this agreement. 

TEXT OF U. S. REPLY 

MAY 5, 1955 

ExcELLENCY: 

I have the honor to acknowledge your Note No. 
306 of May 5, 1955. You refer to the construction 
by the United States o£ the Distant Early Warn
ing element of a comprehensive warning and, 
control system, being established jointly by the 
United States and Canada, and annex a statement 
of conditions to govern the establishment of this 
line in Canadian territory which were developed 
in discussion between representatives of the two 
Governments. 

The United States Government notes the inten
tions of your Government with regard to partici
pation in the construction, operation and mainte
nance of the project and both concurs in the condi
tions annexed to your Note and confirms that 
your Note and this reply shall constitute an agree
ment of our two Governments effective today. 

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of 
my highest consideration. 

For the Secretary of State: 

His Excellency 
A. D. P. HEENEY 

Ambassador of Oanada 

RoBERT MURPHY 
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