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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), entitled "An
act relating to nental health procedures; providing for the
treatment and rights of nentally disabl ed persons, for
vol untary and i nvoluntary exam nation and treatnment and for
determ nations affecting those charged with crine or under
sentence,"” adding provisions relating to assisted outpatient
treat nent prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), known
as the Mental Health Procedures Act, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE II1-A

Assi sted Qutpati ent Treat nent

Secti on 301-A. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Assi sted outpatient" or "patient." A person under a court

order to recei ve assi sted outpatient treatnent.
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"Assi sted outpatient treatnent." Any of the foll ow ng

categori es of outpatient services which have been ordered by the

court pursuant to secti on 305-A:

(1) Case nmanagenent services or assertive conmunity

treatnent team services to provide care coordi nati on

(2) Medication.

(3) Periodic blood tests or urinalysis to determn ne

conpliance with prescri bed nedi cati ons.

(4) |Individual or group therapy.

(5) Day or partial progranmi ng activities.

(6) Educational and vocational training or activities.

(7) Al cohol or substance abuse treatnent and counseli ng

and periodic tests for the presence of al cohol or illeqgal

drugs for persons with a history of al cohol or substance

(8) Supervision of living arrangenments.

(9) Any other services within an individualized

treat nent pl an devel oped pursuant to Article | prescribed to

treat the person's nental illness and to assist the person in

living and functioning in the community, or to attenpt to

prevent a rel apse or deterioration that nay reasonably be

predicted to result in suicide or the need for

hospitali zati on.

"Assi sted outpatient treatnent program’ or "program" A

systemto arrange for and coordi nate the provi sion of assisted

outpatient treatnent, to nonitor treatnent conpli ance by

assi sted outpatients, to evaluate the condition or needs of

assi sted outpatients, to take appropriate steps to address the

needs of assisted outpatients and to ensure conpliance with

court orders.
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"Director." The director of a hospital |icensed or operated

by the Departnent of Public Welfare whi ch operates, directs and

supervi ses an assi sted outpati ent treatnent program or the

county adm ni strator whi ch operates, directs and supervi ses an

assi sted outpatient treatnent program

"Program coordi nator." An individual appointed under section

302-A(a) who is responsible for the oversi ght and nonitori ng of

assi sted outpatient treatnent prograns.

"Subj ect of the petition" or "subject." A person who is

alleged in a petition, filed pursuant to the provisions of

section 305-A, to neet the criteria for assisted outpatient

treat nent.

Secti on 302-A. Pr ogr am coordi nators to be appoi nt ed.

(a) Duty of secretary.--The Secretary of Public Wl fare

shal | appoi nt program coordi nators of assi sted outpati ent

treatnent, who shall be responsible for the oversi ght and

nmoni toring of assisted outpatient treatnent prograns established

pursuant to section 305-A. County adm nistrators shall work in

conjunction with the program coordi nators to coordi nate the

i mpl enentati on of assisted outpatient treatnent prograns.

(b)Y Oversight and nonitoring duties.--The oversi ght and

nmonitoring role of the program coordi nator of the assisted

out pati ent treatnent program shall include each of the

(1) That each assisted outpatient receives the treatnent

provided for in the court order issued pursuant to section

(2) That existing services |ocated in the assi sted

outpatient's community are utilized whenever practicabl e.

(3) That a case manager or assertive conmunity treatnent

20070S0226B0263 - 3 -
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teamis designated for each assi sted outpatient.

(4) That a nechani smexists for a case nmanager, or

assertive community treatnent team to reqularly report the

assi sted outpatient's conpliance, or |ack of conpliance, with

treatnent to the director of the assi sted outpatient

treat nent program

(5) That assisted outpatient treatnment services are

delivered in a tinely nmanner.

(c) Standards to be devel oped. --The Secretary of Public

Wel fare shall devel op standards designed to ensure that case

managers or assertive community treatnent teans have appropri ate

trai ni ng and have clinically nmanageabl e casel oads desi gned to

provi de effective case nanagenent or other care coordi nati on

services for persons subject to a court order under section 305-

A.

(d) Corrective action to be taken.--Upon revi ew or receiving

notice that services are not being delivered in a tinmely nanner,

t he program coordi nator shall require the director of the

assi sted outpatient treatnent programto i nmedi ately conmence

corrective action and i nformthe program coordi nator of the

corrective action taken. Failure of a director to take

corrective action shall be reported by the program coordi nat or

to the Secretary of Public Welfare as well as to the court which

ordered the assisted outpatient treatnent.

Secti on 303-A. Duti es of county adm ni strators.

Each county adninistrator shall be responsible for the filing

of petitions for assisted outpatient treatnent pursuant to

section 305-A, for the recei pt and i nvesti gati on of reports of

persons who are alleged to be in need of that treatnment and for

coordi nating the delivery of court-ordered services with program
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coordi nators, appointed by the Secretary of Public Wl fare

pursuant to section 302-A(a). In discharge of the duties inposed

by section 305-A directors of community services may provide

services directly, or may coordi nate services with the offices

of the Secretary of Public Welfare or nay contract with any

public or private provider to provide services for assisted

outpatient treatnent prograns _as nmay be necessary to carry out

the duties inposed pursuant to this article.

Secti on 304- A Directors of assisted outpatient treatnent

(a) GCeneral duties.--

(1) Directors of assisted outpatient treatnent prograns

est abl i shed pursuant to section 305-A shall provide a witten

report to the program coordi nators, appoi nted by the

Secretary of Public Welfare pursuant to section 302-A(a),

within three days of the i ssuance of a court order. The

report shall denonstrate that nechanisns are in place to

ensure the delivery of services and nedi cati ons as required

by the court order and shall include, but not be limted to,

the foll ow ng:

(i) A copy of the court order.

(ii) A copy of the witten treatnent plan.

(iii) The identity of the case nanager or assertive

community treatnment team including the nane and cont act

data of the organi zati on which the case nanager or

assertive comunity treatnent team nenber represents.

(iv) The identity of providers of services.

(v) The date on which services have conmenced or

wi ||l commence.

(2) The directors of assisted outpati ent treatnent

20070S0226B0263 - 5 -



1 progranms shall ensure the tinely delivery of services

2 described in section 305-A pursuant to any court order issued
3 thereunder. Directors of assisted outpatient treatnent

4 progranms _shall inmmediately conmence corrective action upon

5 receiving notice fromprogram coordinators that services are
6 not being provided in a tinely manner, and the directors

7 shall informthe program coordi nator of the corrective action
8 taken.

9 (b) Quarterly reports to program coordinators.--Directors of
10 assisted outpatient treatnent prograns shall subnmit quarterly

11 reports to the program coordinators regarding the assisted

12 outpatient treatnent program operated or admi nistered by them
13 The report shall include the follow ng infornation:

14 (1) The nanes of individuals served by the program

15 (2) The percentage of petitions for assisted outpatient
16 treatnment that are granted by the court.

17 (3) Any change in status of assisted outpatients,

18 including, but not limted to, the nunber of individuals who
19 have failed to conply with court-ordered assisted outpatient
20 treatment.
21 (4) A description of nmaterial changes in witten
22 treatnment plans of assisted outpatients.
23 (5) Any change in case nmnagers.
24 (6) A description of the categories of services which
25 have been ordered by the court.
26 (7) Living arrangenents of individuals served by the
27 program i ncluding the nunber, if any, who are honel ess.
28 (8) Any other information as required by the Secretary
29 of Public Welfare.
30 (9) Any recommendations to inprove the program Statew de

20070S0226B0263 - 6 -
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or locally.

Secti on 305-A. Assisted outpatient treatnent program

(a) Director to obtain approval from secretary.--A director

may operate, direct and supervi se an assi sted outpati ent

treatnent program as provided in this section, upon approval by

the Secretary of Public Wel fare. The county adm ni strator shal

operate, direct and supervi se an assi sted outpati ent treatnent

program as provided in this section, upon approval by the

Secretary of Public Wel fare. County adnini strators shall be

permtted to satisfy the provisions of this article through the

operation of joint assisted outpati ent treatnent prograns.

Nothing in this article shall be construed to preclude the

conbi nati on or coordi nati on of efforts between and anbng

counti es and hospitals in providi ng and coordi nati ng assi st ed

out pati ent treatnent.

(b)) Criteria for assisted outpatient treatnent.--A patient

may be ordered to obtain assisted outpatient treatnment if the

court finds the foll ow ng:

(1) The patient is 18 years of age or ol der.

(2) The patient is suffering froma nental ill ness.

(3) The patient is unlikely to survive safely in the

communi ty wi thout supervision, based on a clinica

det er m nati on.

(4) The patient has a history of |ack of conpliance with

treatnent for nental illness that has:

(i) at least twice within the precedi ng 36 npont hs

been a significant factor i n necessitating

hospitali zation, or receipt of services in a forensic or

other nental health unit of a correctional facility, not

i ncl udi ng any period during which the person was

20070S0226B0263 - 7 -



1 hospitalized or inprisoned innediately preceding the

2 filing of the petition; or

3 (ii) resulted in one or nore acts of serious violent
4 behavi or toward self or others or threats of, or attenpts
5 at, serious physical harmto self or others within the

6 preceding 48 nonths, not including any period in which

7 t he person was hospitalized or inprisoned inmediately

8 preceding the filing of the petition.

9 (5) The patient is, as a result of the patient's nental
10 illness, unlikely to voluntarily participate in the

11 reconmmended treatnent pursuant to the treatnent plan.

12 (6) Inviewof the patient's treatnent history and

13 current behavior, the patient is in need of assisted

14 outpatient treatnent in order to prevent a rel apse or

15 deterioration which would be likely to pose a clear and

16 present danger of harmto others or to hinself as determ ned
17 under section 301.

18 (7) 1t is likely that the patient will benefit from

19 assi sted outpatient treatnent.
20 (c) Petition to the court.--
21 (1) A petition for an order authorizing assisted
22 outpatient treatnent nmay be filed in the court of common
23 pleas of the county in which the subject of the petition is
24 present or reasonably believed to be present. A petition to
25 obtain an order authorizing assisted outpatient treatnent nay
26 be initiated only by the follow ng persons:
27 (i) a person 18 years of age or older with whomthe
28 subject of the petition resides;
29 (ii) the parent, spouse, sibling 18 years of age or
30 older, or child 18 years of age or older of the subject

20070S0226B0263 - 8 -



1 of the petition;

2 (iii) the director of the facility in which the

3 subject of the petition is hospitalized;

4 (iv) the director of any public or charitable

5 organi zation, agency or hone providing nental health

6 services to the subject of the petition in whose

7 institution the subject of the petition resides;

8 (v) a qualified psychiatrist who is either

9 supervising the treatnent of or treating the subject of
10 the petition for a nental illness;

11 (vi) the county adm nistrator, or his designee; or
12 (vii) a parole officer or probation officer assigned
13 to supervise the subject of the petition.

14 (2) The petition shall state:

15 (i) Each of the criteria for assisted outpatient

16 treatnment as set forth in subsection (b).

17 (ii) The facts which support the petitioner's belief
18 that the person who is the subject of the petition neets
19 each criterion, provided that the hearing on the petition
20 need not be linted to the stated facts.
21 (iii) That the subject of the petition is present,
22 or is reasonably believed to be present, within the
23 county where the petition is filed.
24 (3) The petition shall be acconpanied by an affirnmation
25 or affidavit of a physician, who shall not be the petitioner,
26 and shall state either that:
27 (i) The physician has personally exani ned the person
28 who is the subject of the petition not nore than ten days
29 prior to the subm ssion of the petition, reconmends
30 assisted outpatient treatnent for the subject of the

20070S0226B0263 - 9 -



1 petition and is willing and able to testify at the

2 hearing on the petition.

3 (ii) Not nore than ten days prior to the filing of
4 the petition, the physician or his designee has nade

5 appropriate attenpts to elicit the cooperation of the

6 subject of the petition but has not been successful in

7 persuadi ng the subject to submt to an exam nation, that
8 t he physician has reason to suspect that the subject of
9 the petition neets the criteria for assisted outpatient
10 treatnment, and that the physician is willing and able to
11 exam ne the subject of the petition and testify at the
12 hearing on the petition.

13 (d) Right to counsel.--The subject of the petition shal

14 have the right to be represented by counsel at the expense of
15 the subject of the petition at all stages of a proceeding

16 commenced under this section.

17 (e) Hearing.--

18 (1) Upon receipt by the court of the petition subnmtted
19 pursuant to subsection (c), the court shall fix the date for
20 a hearing at a tinme not later than three days fromthe date
21 the petition is received by the court, excluding Saturdays,
22 Sundays and holidays. Adjournnments shall be pernmitted only
23 for good cause shown. In granting adjournnents, the court
24 shal |l consider the need for further exam nation by a
25 physician or the potential need to provide assisted
26 out patient treatnent expeditiously.
27 (2) The court shall cause the subject of the petition,
28 the petitioner, the physician whose affirmation or affidavit
29 acconpani ed the petition, the appropriate director, and such
30 ot her persons as the court may determ ne to be advised of the

20070S0226B0263 - 10 -



1 date for the hearing.

2 (3) Upon the date for the hearing, or upon such other

3 date to which the proceeding may be adjourned, the court

4 shall hear testinony and, if it be deened advi sable and the

5 subject of the petition is available, exanine the subject

6 alleged to be in need of assisted outpatient treatnment in or
7 out of court.

8 (4) If the subject of the petition does not appear at

9 t he hearing, and appropriate attenpts to elicit the

10 attendance of the subject have failed, the court may conduct
11 the hearing in the subject's absence. If the hearing is

12 conducted without the subject of the petition present, the

13 court shall set forth the factual basis for conducting the

14 hearing wi thout the presence of the subject of the petition.
15 (5) The court nmay not order assisted outpatient

16 treat ment unl ess an exan ni ng physician, who has personally
17 exam ned the subject of the petition within the tine period
18 conmencing ten days before the filing of the petition,

19 testifies in person at the hearing.
20 (6) If the subject of the petition has refused to be
21 exam ned by a physician, the court may request the subject to
22 consent to an exami nation by a physician appointed by the
23 court. If the subject of the petition does not consent and
24 the court finds reasonable cause to believe that the
25 allegations in the petition are true, the court may order |aw
26 enforcenent officers or of a sheriff's departnent to take the
27 subject of the petition into custody and transport himto a
28 hospital for exam nation by a physician. Retention of the
29 subj ect of the petition under the order shall not exceed 24
30 hours.

20070S0226B0263 - 11 -
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(7)) The exam nation of the subject of the petition nmay

be perforned by the physici an whose affirnmati on or affi davit

acconpani ed the petition, if the physician is privil eged by

the hospital or otherw se authorized by the hospital to do

so. If the exanmination is perforned by anot her physici an of

the hospital, the exam ni ng physi ci an shall be authorized to

consult with the physici an whose affirnati on or affidavit

acconpani ed the petition regardi ng the i ssues of whether the

allegations in the petition are true and whet her the subj ect

nmeets the criteria for assi sted outpati ent treatnent.

(8) A physician who testifies pursuant to paragraph (5)

shall state the facts which support the all egati on that the

subj ect neets each of the criteria for assisted outpati ent

treatnent, and the treatnent is the | east restrictive

alternative, the reconmmended assi sted outpatient treatnent,

and the rationale for the recommended assi st ed out pati ent

treatnent. |If the recommended assi sted outpatient treatnent

i ncl udes nedi cation, the physician's testi nbny shall descri be

the types or classes of nedi cati on whi ch shoul d be

aut hori zed, shall descri be the beneficial and detrinental

physi cal and nental effects of the nedicati on, and shal

reconmend whet her the nedi cati on should be sel f-adm ni stered

or adni ni stered by authori zed personnel.

(9) The subject of the petition shall be afforded an

opportunity to present evidence, to call w tnesses on behal f

of the subject, and to cross-exam ne adverse w tnesses.

(f) Witten individualized treatnent plan.--

(1) (i) The court nmay not order assisted outpatient

treat nent unl ess an exam ni ng physi ci an appoi nted by the

appropri ate director devel ops and provides to the court a

20070S0226B0263 - 12 -
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proposed witten individualized treatnent plan. The

witten individualized treatnent plan shall include case

managenent services or assertive community treatnent

teans to provide care coordi nation, and all cateqories of

servi ces whi ch the physician reconmends that the subject

of the petition should receive.

(ii) If the witten individualized treatnent pl an

i ncludes nedication, it shall state whether the

medi cati on shoul d be sel f-adm ni stered or adni ni stered by

aut hori zed personnel, and shall specify type and dosage

range of nedication nost likely to provide nmaxi num

benefit for the subject.

(iii) |If the witten individualized treatnent pl an

i ncl udes al cohol or substance abuse counseli ng and

treatnent, the plan may include a provision requiring

rel evant testing for either al cohol or illegal substances

provi ded the physician's clinical basis for recommendi ng

the plan provides sufficient facts for the court to find:

(A) That the person has a history of al cohol or

substance abuse that is clinically related to the

mental ill ness.

(B) That the testing i s necessary to prevent a

rel apse or deteriorati on which would be likely to

result in serious harmto the person or others.

(iv) |In devel oping the plan, the physici an shal

provide the foll owi ng persons with an opportunity to

actively participate in the devel opnent of the plan: the

subj ect of the petition; the treati ng physici an; and upon

the request of the patient, an individual significant to

the patient including any relative, close friend or

20070S0226B0263 - 13 -



1 i ndi vidual otherw se concerned with the welfare of the
2 patient. If the petitioner is a director, the plan shal
3 be provided to the court no |later than the date of the
4 hearing on the petition.

5 (2) The court shall not order assisted outpatient

6 treatnment unless a physician testifies to explain the witten
7 proposed treatnent plan. The testinony shall state:

8 (i) The categories of assisted outpatient treatnent
9 r econmmended.

10 (ii) The rationale for each category.

11 (iii) Facts which establish that the treatnent is
12 the least restrictive alternative.

13 (iv) If the recommended assisted outpatient

14 treatnment includes nedication, the types or classes of
15 nedi cati on recommended, the beneficial and detrinental
16 physical and nental effects of the nedication, and

17 whet her the nedication should be self-admnistered or

18 adnm ni stered by an aut horized professional.

19 |If the petitioner is a director the testinony shall be given at
20 the hearing on the petition.
21 (g) Disposition.--
22 (1) If after hearing all relevant evidence, the court
23 finds that the subject of the petition does not neet the
24 criteria for assisted outpatient treatnent, the court shal
25 dism ss the petition.
26 (2) If after hearing all relevant evidence, the court
27 finds by clear and convincing evidence that the subject of
28 the petition neets the criteria for assisted outpatient
29 treatnment and there is no appropriate and feasible |ess
30 restrictive alternative, the court shall be authorized to

20070S0226B0263 - 14 -
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order the subject to recei ve assi sted outpati ent treatnent

for an initial period not to exceed six nonths. |In fashi oni ng

the order, the court shall specifically make findi ngs by

cl ear and convi nci ng evi dence that the proposed treatnent is

the | east restrictive treatnent appropriate and feasi ble for

the subject. The order shall state the categories of assisted

outpati ent treatnent which the subject is to receive. The

court may not order treatnent that has not been recommended

by the exam ni ng physician and included in the witten

treatnent plan for assisted outpatient treatnment as required

by subsection (f).

(3) |If after hearing all rel evant evi dence the court

finds by clear and convi nci ng evi dence that the subject of

the petition neets the criteria for assisted outpati ent

treatnent, and the court has yet to be provided with a

witten individualized treatnent plan and testi nbny pursuant

to subsection (f), the court shall order the county

admi ni strator to provide the court with the plan and

testinony no later than the third day, excludi ng Saturdays,

Sundays and holidays, imediately following the date of the

order. Upon receiving the plan and testi nbny, the court nay

order assisted outpatient treatnent as provided i n paragraph

(2).

(4) A court may order the patient to self-admn ni ster

psychotropi ¢ drugs or accept the adm ni strati on of the drugs

by authori zed personnel as part of an assi sted outpati ent

treatnent program The order nay specify the type and dosage

range of psychotropi c drugs and the order shall be effective

for the durati on of the assisted outpatient treatnent.

(5) |If the petitioner is the director of a hospital that

20070S0226B0263 - 15 -
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operates an assisted outpatient treatnent program the court

order shall direct the hospital director to provide or

arrange for all cateqgories of assisted outpatient treatnent

for the assisted outpatient throughout the period of the

order. For all other persons, the order shall require the

director of community services of the appropriate | ocal

governnental unit to provide or arrange for all cateqories of

assi sted outpatient treatnent for the assi sted outpati ent

t hr oughout the period of the order.

(6) The director or his designee shall apply to the

court for approval before instituting a proposed nateri al

change in the assisted outpatient treatnent order unless the

change is contenplated in the order. Nonnmaterial changes nay

be instituted by the assi sted outpatient treatnent program

wi t hout court approval. For the purposes of this paragraph, a

mat eri al change shall nean an additi on or deletion of a

cateqgory of assisted outpatient treatnent fromthe order of

the court, or any deviation without the patient's consent

fromthe terns of an existing order relating to the

adm ni strati on of psychotropi c drugs.

(h) Applications for additional periods of treatnent.--|f

the director deternines that the condition of the patient

requi res further assisted outpatient treatnent, the director

shall apply prior to the expirati on of the peri od of assisted

outpati ent treatnent ordered by the court for a second or

subsequent order authorizing conti nued assi sted out pati ent

treatnent for a period not to exceed one year fromthe date of

the order. The procedures for obtai ni ng any order pursuant to

this subsection shall be in accordance with this section,

provided that the tinme period included in subsection (b)(4)(i)

20070S0226B0263 - 16 -
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and (ii) shall not be applicable in deternm ning the

appropri ateness of additional periods of assisted outpatient

treatnent. Any court order requiring periodic blood tests or

urinalysis for the presence of alcohol or illegal drugs shall be

subject to review after six nonths by the physici an who

devel oped the witten individualized treatnent plan or another

physi ci an desi gnated by the director, and the physician shall be

authorized to terninate the blood tests or urinalysis w thout

further action by the court.

(i) Application for order to stay, vacate or nodify.--In

addition to any other right or renedy available by law with

respect to the order for assisted outpatient treatnent, the

patient, the patient's counsel, or anyone acting on the

patient's behalf may apply on notice to the appropri ate director

and the original petitioner to the court to stay, vacate or

nodi fy the order.

(i) Appeals.--Review of an order issued pursuant to this

section shall be had in |li ke manner as specified in section 303.

(k) Failure to conply with assisted outpatient treatnent.--

(1) Wiere, in the clinical judgnent of a physician, the

pati ent has failed or has refused to conply with the

treatnent ordered by the court, and in the physician's

clinical judgment efforts were nmade to solicit conpliance,

and, in the clinical judgnent of the physician the patient

may be in need of treatnent under section 302 or 303, the

physi ci an may request the director or the director's desi gnee

to direct the renpval of the patient to an appropri ate

hospital for an exam nation to determine if the patient has a

nmental illness for which hospitalization is necessary.

(2) |If the patient refuses to take nmedi cati ons as
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requi red by the court order, or he refuses to take, or fails

a blood test, urinalysis or alcohol or drug test as required

by the court order, the physician may consi der that refusal

or failure when deterni ni ng whether the assi sted out pati ent

is in need of an exam nation to determ ne whether he has a

nmental illness for which hospitalization is necessary.

(3) Upon the request of the physician, the director or

the director's desi gnee may direct | aw enforcenment officers

or the sheriff's departnent to take i nto custody and

transport the patient to the hospital operating the assi sted

outpati ent treatnent programor to any hospital authorized by

the director of conmmunity services to recei ve such patients.

The | aw enforcenent officials shall carry out the directive.

(4) Upon the request of the physician, the director or

the director's designee, the court may authori ze the pati ent

to be taken into custody and transported to the hospital

operating the assi sted outpatient treatnent program or to

any other hospital authorized by the county adm ni strator to

recei ve such patients in accordance with secti on 306. The

pati ent nay be retai ned for observati on, care and treat nent

and further exam nation in the hospital for up to 72 hours to

pernmit a physician to detern ne whether the patient has a

mental illness and is in need of involuntary care and

treatnent in a hospital pursuant to this act. Any conti nued

i nvoluntary retention in the hospital beyond the initial 72-

hour period shall be in accordance with this act relating to

the involuntary adni ssion and retention of a person. |If at

any tine during the 72-hour period the person is determn ned

not to neet the involuntary adni ssion and retention

provi sions of this act, and does not agree to stay in the
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hospital as a voluntary or informal patient, he shall be

rel eased. Failure to conply with an order of assi sted

outpati ent treatnent shall not be grounds for involuntary

civil commtnent or a finding of contenpt of court.

(1) False petition.--A person naking a fal se statenment or

providing false information or false testinbny in a petition or

heari ng under this section is subject to crimnal prosecution

pursuant to 18 Pa.C.S. § 4903 (relating to fal se sweari nq).

(m Construction.--Nothing in this section shall be

construed to affect the ability of the director of a hospital to

receive, adnmt or retain patients who otherw se neet the

provi sions of this act regarding recei pt, retention or

admi ssi on.

(n) Educational materials.--The Departnent of Public

Welfare, in consultation with the county adm ni strator, shal

prepare educational and training materials on the use of this

section, which shall be nade avail able to county provi ders of

servi ces, judges, court personnel, | aw enforcenent officials and

the general public.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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